ae Me / a 


Ex LIBRIS 
COLLEGI 
S. HVGONIS 


poe, Fa 
4 
t< 
ei 
v 


AN OUTLINE 


or 


ANGLO-SAXON GRAMMAR 


PUBLISHED AS AN APPENDIX TO 
‘AN ANGLO-SAXON READER” 


BY 


JAMES W. BRIGHT, Pu.D. 


ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH PHILOLOGY AT THE JOHNS HOPKINS 
UNIVERSITY 


BAW 


LONDON 
SWAN SONNENSCHEIN AND CO., Lim, 
PATERNOSTER SQUARE 
1901 


AN OUTLINE OF ANGLO-SAXON 
GRAMMAR. 


———0 5850-0—— 


INTRODUCTORY REMARK. 


1. The following outline of Anglo-Saxon Grammar 
-s restricted to the West-Saxon Dialect, that form of 
the lunguage which in the reign of Alfred. the Great 
(871-901) became dominant for literary purposes and 
maintained that supremacy to the close of the Anglo- 
Saxon period. The changes which took place within 
the West-Saxon Dialect, though slight in respect of 
phonology and inflection, make it necessary to dis- 
tinguish Early West-Saxon (EWS), the language of 
Alfred’s time, from Late West-Saxon (LWS), the lan- 
guage of the following two and a half centuries, with 
/Elfric (died between 1020 and 1025) as the central 
literary figure. In this outline EWS is regarded as 
the norm to which LWS is subordinated. 


PHONOLOGY. 
ALPHABET AND PRONUNCIATION. 


2. The Anglo-Saxon alphabet, as here employed, has 
two characters (p, %) that are not employed in Modern 
English. 

Norz.— The MSS. use a special character for w, 5 for g; 7 (= and) 


and >} (= Jat) are usual. 
m 
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VOWELS AND DIPHTHONGS. 


3. An approximate pronunciation of the vowels is 
indicated in the following table: 


as in German Mann. 

the preceding sound lengthened. 
like a in at, man. 

the preceding sound lengthened. 


} A 
as in let, men. 


the preceding sound lengthened, as in thew. 

as in Ait, sit, in. 

the preceding sound lengthened, as in machine. 

as in German (ott. 

the preceding sound lengthened, as in German se. 
as in not. 

as in full, put. 

the preceding sound lengthened, as in rule. 

like % in German: hiibsch, Briicke. 

the preceding sound lengthened, as in German grin. 


like & in German schén. 


These diphthongs (long and short) receive the 
stress upon the first element; the second element, 
being unaccented, is very much obscured in pro- 
nunciation. The sound-of ea, éa is approximately 
that of 2+ a, ®-+a (perhaps more nearly z+ uh); 
otherwise the component parts of these diphthongs 
are to be pronounced as indicated above. 


=! . 
so e8 gg ss 


Norn. — The diphthongs ie, ie are peculiar to EWS, where they, 
however, begin to change into i, 1; in LWS the most usual representa- 
tion is y, y. (S. §§ 22, 31, 41, 97.) 
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CONSONANTS. 


4. (a) The following consonants are pronounced as 
in Modern English: b, d, 1, m, n, p, r (trilled), t, w, x. 
The pronunciation of the remaining consonants requires 
special attention. 

(6) ¢ has always the sound of # (the use of the symbol 
k is exceptional). The sound of kw or qu is, accord- 
ingly, represented by*ew (or cu), as in ewén, cwedan, 
etc., and es has the value of z. 


Norse, —This k-sound has a guttural or a palatal quality (somewhat 
as in English cold, and kind), according to its pronunciation with gut- 
tural or with palatal vowels. 


(ce) f has two values. (1) In the initial and final 
positions, in the combinations ff, fs, ft, and in the medial 
position (cf. the note below), it has the usual (voiceless) 
sound. (2) In the medial position between vowels and 
voiced consonants it has the sound of v; e.g., hlaford, 
ofer, sealfian, #fre. 

Norse. — In compounds like a-fyrhtan, of-lystan, etc., f is strictly 
not in the medial position, and has therefore its usual sound. 

(d) g has two values. (1) It almost always repre- 
sents a voiced spirant, which is either guttural, or pala- 
tal (like g in German sagen, or like y in English you), 
according to its pronunciation with guttural or with 
palatal vowels. (2) It is pronounced like g in English 
go only when doubled, as in frogga, Jrog; and in the 
combination ng, as in English longer. 

The combination eg (by origin a geminated g) may 
be pronounced as dg in English ridge. 

(e) h is never silent; it is always to be pronounced 
as a voiceless spirant either guttural (as in German ach), 
or palatal (as in German ch) in quality, according to 
the sounds with which it is combined. 
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(f) s has, in all positions, the voiceless sound, except 
single s between vowels, which has the voiced sound (z); 
e.g., Wesan, risan, etc. 

(g) 3 and p are used without distinction to denote 
the dental spirant th, in all positions, presumably, the 
voiceless spirant (as in English thin), except (as in the 
case of f) between vowels and voiced consonants where 
the voiced spirant (as in English thine) is employed; 
e.g., SYor, cwedan, siddan, weordan, etc. The voiced 
spirant may also be employed in the pronominal forms 3a, 
Jet, dés, etc. 

ACCENTUATION. : 

5. In Anglo-Saxon words are accented according to 
the following rules: 

Rule I.— Simple (uncompounded) words are accented 
on the first syllable (the radical syllable): derivative and 
inflectional syllables are unaccented. 

Thus, féder, ddgas, léornunga, tinge, ttiingan, tiin- 
gena, swéotole, bérende, frémede, wtinode, séalfode. 

Notr. — There are no tests by which to determine the limits in 
prose of a secondary stress on derivative and inflectional syllables. 
In metrical usage a secondary stress may fall on the pte. ending -ende; 
on the adj. and pron. endings -en, -er, -ig; on the patronymic ending 
-ing ; on the subst. endings -ung, -ing, -er; on the inflectional ending 
(gen. pl.) -ena; on the class-vowel in verbs of the second weak conju- 
gation, etc. See the chapter on VERSIFICATION, 

Rule II.— Compound words constitute two classes, 
(1) substantive compounds, and (2) verbal compounds. 

A substantive compound receives the chief stress upon 
the first syllable of its first component (cf. Rule I); the 
accent of the second component is usually retained as a 
secondary stress. 

A verbal compound is accented on the radical syllable 
of the verb; the prefix is therefore unaccented. 
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Thus, (1) substantive compounds: géld-smid, mgnn- 
cynn, swid-m6d (adj.), éarfod-lice (adv.), Gnd-giet, 
gnd-swaru, bi-gong, bi-spéll, fér-wéard (adj.), in-gong, 
mis-ded, 6n-ginn, é6r-éald (adj.), td-weard (adj.), ymb- 
hw)rft. 

(2) Verbal compounds: 4-risan, be-hatan, for-ltan, 
ge-biddan, for-wéordan, mis-faran, ofer-swidian, té- 
wéorpan, wid-stg@ndan, ymb-sittan. 


Norte 1.— An important exception to Rule IZ is to be observed in 
the accentuation of substantive compounds with the prefixes ge-, be-, 
and for-; these prefixes are unaccented; e.g., ge-bdd, ge-brovor, 
ge-féoht, ge-wéald; be-b6d, be-géng, be-hat; for-gytol (adj.), 
for-wyrd. That, however, these prefixes were formerly accented in 
substantive compounds, according to the rule, is shown by g&fol, 
gomel, etc., in which the first element is ga-, the accented form of - 
ge-; the accented form of be- is also left in words like bi-gQng, 
bi-spéll, bi-wist, etc., and notice béot <*bi-hat, by the side of the 
later be-hat; and fre#-béorht (adj.), fré@-micel, fra-co¥, show a 
survival of the accented form of for-. 

Norr 2. — This difference in accentuation between substantive and 
verbal compounds (cf. English dbstract : abstract; présent : presént ; 
stibject : subjéct) has (as, in part, seen above) resulted in a correspond- 
ing difference of form in certain prefixes: 


6nd-giet, intelligence : on-gietan, to understand. 
6nd-szxe, resistance : on-sdcan, to resist. 
&f-pinca, grudge : of-byncan, to displease. 
bi-géng, practice : be-goéngan, to practice. 
ér-cnawe (adj.), recognizable : a-cnawan, to know. 
ér-ponc, device : A-béncan, to devise. 
ud-géng, escape : o3-gQngan, fo escape. 
wider-szc, hostility : wid-sdcan, to resist. 


PHONOLOGICAL CHANGES. 


6. By the operation of phonetic processes, the Anglo- 
Saxon system of vowels is made somewhat diversified 
and complicated. The most important of these processes 
affecting the radical vowels will now be briefly described. 
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THE CHANGE OF @a INTO ®&. 


7. The occurrence of the vowel a is very much re- 
stricted. In a closed syllable, and in an open syllable 
followed by e(i) in the next syllable, the vowel a is 
mostly modified to 2; but a remains unchanged in an 
open syllable that is followed by a, 0, or u in the next 
syllable. (S. § 49 f.) 

Thus, deg, deges, dege, Set, wees, fegen, weter ; 
dagas, daga, dagum, faran, hafoc, wacol. 

Nor. —It might be supposed that the i of endings in the second 
weak conjugation, as in the infinitive ending -ian, would change a into 
g in an open syllable; but this i was originally 6, therefore words like 


Jadian, manian, wanian, etc., constitute only an apparent exception 
to the rule. 


THE CHANGE OF a INTO Q. 


8. Before a nasal consonant the vowel a is changed 
into g. But there is no uniformity in the employment 
of @ for a. The predominant form in EWS is Q; in 
LWS it isa. (S. § 65.) 

Thus, end, and; hend, hand; lend, land; mgnig, 
manig; ggngan, gangan; gesemnian, gesamnian. 

Nors.— When the preceding gn (< an) occurs before a voiceless 
spirant, f, 8, 8, the nasal disappears, and, in compensation, the vowel 
is lengthened into 6. Under the same conditions, in and un become 
janda. (S. §§ 66, 185.) 

Thus, séfte (< *sonfte), softly; to¥ (<< *tend), tooth; oor 
(< *enVor), other; gos (< *gons), goose; si¥ (Goth. sinps), a 
going; swi8 (Goth. swinbs), strong; ma (Goth. munbs), mouth. 


BREAKING. 


9. Before r+consonant, 1+ consonant, h+ consonant, 
and h final, the vowels « (from a. 7), e, and i are 
“broken.” into short diphthongs, 2 becoming ea, and 
e, i becoming eo, io, (S. 8§ T7-84.) 
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(a) Thus, z into ea: *herd (for hard, 7) > hoard, 
hard; *helf >healf, half ; weard, pret.sg. of weordan, to 
become; wealdan, to wield ; beald, bold ; feallan, to fall; 
heall, hall; eahta, eight; seah, pret. sg. of séon, to see. 

(6) einto eo (io): weordan, to become ; corse, earth; 
heorte, heart; feorr, far; weore, work. 

e into eo (io) before 1+ consonant is restricted to 
1+ c or h: meolcan, to milk; seolh, seal. Otherwise 
the e remains: helpan, to help; swelgan, to swallow; 
sweltan, to die. 

Before h + consonant, and h final: feohtan, to fight ; 
teohhian, to arrange; feoh, cattle. 

(c) i into io (eo): stem *hirdio > *hiordi > hierde 
(i-umlaut), herdsman. *liht (<Jiht) >lioht, leoht, light, 
not heavy; Piht, Pioht, Peoht, Pict. *betwih > betwih, 
betweoh, between. 

Nors. — Breaking results from the combination of a palatal vowel 
(x, e, 1) and a guttural consonant (r, 1, h). In passing from the 
pronunciation of the vowel to that of the consonant, a glide-sound is 
produced which is a more or less definite guttural vowel. This may 
be observed in pronouncing well as we-al; there as the-ar or the-ur ; 
fire as ji-ur or fi-or. It is this glide-vowel that has supplied the second 
element of these short diphthongs. 


PALATALIZATION. 


10. The palatals g, c, and sc, in the initial positio 
change a following « into ea; % (= Germanic 6) into 
éa; and e into ie (i, y; see 3, Note). (S. § 75.) 

(a) Thus, z into ea: *goef (7) > geaf, gave; *geet > 
geat, got; *caf >ceaf, chaff; Lat. castra > *czester > 
ceaster, town; *scxl>sceal, shall; *sczft > sceaft, 
shaft; *sczer >scear, sheared (pret. sg.). 

(6) & into éa: *g®fon > géafon, gave (pret. pl.); 
*gmton > géaton, got (pret. pl.); Lat. ciseus > *cisi > 


é 
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*ceasi > ciese (i-umlaut), cheese; *sc%p > scéap, sheep; 
*scx%ron > scéaron, sheared (pret. pl.). 

(c) einto ie (i, y): *gefan > giefan, to give; *getan> 
gietan, to get; *sceran >scieran, to shear. 


Nore 1. — Before all vowels except 2, ® (= Germanic €) and 
e, initial g and ¢ do not change the following vowel (S. § 76); but 
initial sea- and sco- frequently become scea-, sceo-, e.g., scand, 
sceand, scgnd, scegnd, shame; pret. scan, scéan, shone ; Scottas, 
Sceottas, the Scots; scop, sceop, poet; scacan, sceacan, pret. scoc, 
scéoc, shake; pret. scOp, scéop, created. 

Nore 2.— The palatal pronunciation of medial ¢, ce, g, and eg, 
followed by a, 0, or u, is often indicated by the insertion of an 6 
(sometimes of an i). This inserted e (i) represents a trace of an 
original formative iorj. (S. § 206, 6.) 

Thus, séc(e)an (< *sdcian, 8. § 45, 8; Goth. sokjan), to seek ; 
cwecc(e)an (< *eweejan), to quake; menig(e)o (< *manigi; 
Goth. managei), multitude; bycg(e)an (Goth. bugjan), to buy; 
secg(e)as, secg(e)a, secg(i)um, pl. of seeg (stem *segjo), man. 

Nore 8.—The inserted letter observed in the preceding note marks 
with prominence the ‘‘ glide” effect of palatals. This element in the 
pronunciation leads to further variation in the written forms. Thus, 
for example, for ia (ja) the graphic substitutes may be ga, iga, igea ; 
for ie they may be ge, ige: merian, nergan, nerigan, nerigean, 
to save; her(i)g(e)as, her(i)g(e)a, her(i)gum, pl. of here (stem 
*herjo-), army; wundriende, wundrigende, wondering; wini- 
g(e)a, gen. pl. of wine (stem *wint-), friend. 

Also as a graphic substitute for final i, some use is made of ig: 
bi-spell, big-spell, parable; hi, hig, pron.; si, sig (Opt.), be; and 
medial ig is occasionally represented by igg: igad, iggad, small 
island. (S. § 24, Note.) 

Nore 4.—It is also to be observed that initial *ja, *jo become 
gea, geo (gio). Thus, géar (<*j#r; Goth. jér), year; geoc, gioc 
(<*joc; Goth. juk), yoke. In like manner initial *ju becomes geo, 
gio, or is represented by iu (io). Thus, geong, giong, iung (< *jung; 
Goth. juggs), young ; g&o, gio, Iu, io (Goth. ju), formerly. (S.§ 74.) 


GEMINATION BEFORE j. 


11. A single consonant (except 7) when preceded 
by a short vowel is geminated by a following j. The 


4a 
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vowel is also umlauted (13), and the j itself disappears. 
(S. § 228.) 

Thus, cynn (stem *eunjo), kin; sellan (< *seeljan ; 
Goth. saljan), to give; lecgan (<*legjan; Goth. lag- 
jan), to lay; hebban (*hzefjan; Goth. hafjan), to heave; 
scieppan, 13 (<*sceapjan, 10<*sczepjan; Goth. skap- 
jan), to create; hliehhan (<*hleahjan, 9 <*hlehjan; 
Goth. hlahjan), to laugh. 

But r is not geminated: here (stem *hzrjo; Goth. 
harjis), army; nerian, 10, Note 3 (<*nerjan; Goth. 
nasjan), to save. 

Nore 1.—It will be noticed that geminated f and g become bb 
and eg respectively. 

Notre 2.— On the other hand, when the radical vowel or radical 
syllable is long, this formative j, first becoming i (S. § 45, 8), has not 
caused gemination of the preceding consonant. 

Thus, s€c(e)an (<*s6cian), to seek; déman (<*ddmian), to 
judge; sendan (< *sgndian), to send. 


FINAL DOUBLE CONSONANTS. 


12. Double consonants (except eg) at the end of a 
word are usually simplified. (S. § 225.) 

Thus, menn, men, man; menn, men, men; eall, eul, 
all; cynn, cyn, kin; bedd, bed, bed; sibb, sib, peace. — 
But, secg, man; hrycg, ridge; wecg, wedge. 


UMLAUT (i-UMLAUT). 


3. The accented vowels (radical vowels) are palatal- 
ized by an i or j of the following syllable. ‘This species 
of palatalization is called i-umlaut, or, briefly, umlaut. 
The i and j causing the umlaut were, for the most part, 
either changed into e or entirely lost in an early period 
of the language. (S, §§ 85-100.) 
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The results of umlaut may be tabulated thus: 
becomes e. (Sometimes x. S. § 89, 
AD 1, Note 1.) 
Q (<a. 8) becomes e. 
& (<Germanic ai) becomes ®. 
% (<Germanicé) remains #. 


0, 3 become e, é. 
u, a become y, ¥- 
ea, éa 


become ie, ie; i, i; in LWS usually 


eo, €0 a 
’ y, ¥ (3, Note). 


io, 10 


(a) Thus, z into e: here (< stem *herjo), army; 
leegan (< *legjan), to lay; sellan (< *seljan), to 
give; mete (stem *meeti), meat. 

(2) @ into e: dat. sg. men(n) (< *menni), nom. 
(ace.) pl. men(m) (< *menniz), man; Dene(e)an 
(< *dencian), to think; wendan (< *wendian), to 
turn. 

(c) Hand & into &: al (stem *dali; Goth. dails), 
portion; délan (<*dalian; Goth. dailjan), to share; 
h#lan (<*halian; Goth. hailjan), to heal; ad%d (stem 
*axdi; Goth. -déds), deed; l&ce (stem *lxcio; Goth. 
lékeis), leech. 

(d) 0, 5 into e, &: morgen (< *morgan), but mer- 
gen (<*morgin; Goth. maurgins), morrow; dat. sg. 
dehter (< *dohtri), daughter; déman (< *dimian), 
to judge; f&t, ted, gés, dat. sg. and nom. (acc.) pl. of 
fot, foot, tod (8, Note), tooth, gds, goose. 

Norr. — The umlaut of o (short) is restricted by reason of the 


Germanic law according to which o is changed into u before a fol- 
lowing iorj. (S. § 45, 3.) 
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(e) u, i into y, ¥: cyning (<*cuning), king; cyme 
(stem *cumi), a coming; lyre (stem *luri), loss ; gylden 
(<*guldin <*goldin, S. § 93, Note), adj. golden; byegan 
(Goth. bugjan), to buy; 1ys, mys, dat. sg. and nom. 
(acc.) pl. of miis, mouse, liis, louse; eySan (< *caidian < 
*cundian, 8, Note; Goth. kunpjan), to make known. 

(f) ea, eo, io into ie (i, y), and &a, €o, io into ie 
(i, ¥): wielm, wylm (stem *weelmi > *wealmi, 9), 4 
surging; eald, old, comp. ieldra, supl. ieldesta; hierde 
(stem *hirdio >*heordio, 9), herdsman. feorr, far, 
afyrran, to remove; hieran (<*héarian; Goth. haus- 
jan), to hear; geliefan (<*geléafian; Goth. galaubjan), 
to believe; léoht, light, liehtan, to illuminate; friend, 
fiend, dat. sg. and nom. (acc.) pl. of friond (fréond), 
friend, fiond (féond), foe. 


u- 0-UMLAUT. 


14. In the accented syllable, and when followed by 
a single consonant, a may be changed into ea, and e, i 
into eo, io, by the influence of u or 0 (a) in the follow- 
ing syllable. This process is called u- o-umlaut. . It 
is, however, not uniformly operative in the West-Saxon 
dialect. (S. §§ 103-109.) 

Thus, eafora, heir; heafola, head; weorold, world ; 
heofon, heaven; metod, meotod, Creator; seofon, seven; 
wita, wiota, wise man; tilian, tiolian (<*tiloian), to 
endeavor; clipian, cliopian, cleopian, to cry out; medu, 
medo, meodo, mead ; siodu, custom. 

Intervening ¢ and g prevent the operation of this 
umlaut: nacod, adj. naked; magu, mago, son; racu, 
narrative; sacu, strife; regol, rule; plega, play; sigor, 
victory. 
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PALATAL-UMLAUDT. 


15. In some instances, eo (io) which resulted from 
the breaking of e before h + consonant (9) becomes ie 
(i, y). This process presupposes the change of the 
guttural h, which caused the breaking, into a palatal 
h, which then produces an effect agreeing with that of 
i-umlaut. (S. § 101.) 

Thus, reoht, rieht, riht, ryht, right; cneoht, enieht, 
eniht, cnyht, boy; seox (x =hs), siex, six, syx, s?z. 

Nore 1.—In LWS ea, éa before h, x, g, and e are sometimes 
changed into e, €: sleh (for sleah) imp. sg. of sléan, to strike; seh 
(for seah) pret. sg. of séon, to see; geneahhe, geneh(h)e, enough ; 
néah, néh, near; Séah, eh; though; weaxan, wexan, to grow; 
béag, bég, ring ; €ac, €c, also. 

Nort 2.—In LWS ea, éa after the palatals g, c, and se are also 
sometimes changed into e, € (S. § 102): gef (for geaf) pret. sg. of 
giefan, to give; get (for geat) pret. sg. of gietan, to get; geat, 
get, gate; géar, gér, year; ongéan, ongén, against; cealf, celf, 
calf; scéap, scép, sheep. 


LOSS OF MEDIAL g. 


16. After a palatal vowel, g (palatal) often disap- 
pears before d and n, and, in compensation, the vowel 
is lengthened. (5S. § 214, 3.) 

Thus, bregdan, brédan, pret. sg. braeegd, br%d, to 
brandish; pret. sg. seegde, side, pp. geseegd, ges#d, of 
secgan, to say; frignan, frinan, to tnguire; megden, 
mieden, maiden; DJegen, Jén, servant; Tegnian, Jénian, 
to serve; Wweegn, Wen, wain. 

The occasional disappearance of g (guttural) after 
a guttural vowel is therefore due to the influence of 
palatal forms: pret. pl. briidon, pp. brdden (for brug- 
don, brogden) follow the pattern of bregdan, brédan, 
etc. 
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Norr. — The spirant quality of medial g, which underlies this 
process of disappearance, is further shown in the frequent change 
(especially in LWS) of final (and occasionally of medial) g into h. 
This change is most frequent after a long guttural vowel and after 
1 and r, but it occurs also under other conditions. Thus, béag 
(béah), ring; burg (burh), borough; earg (earh), cowardly ; 
iergSu (ierhdu), cowardice; sorg (sorh), sorrow; fldg (fldh), 
16g (10h), slog (sloh), pret. of fléan, to flay, léan, to blame, sléan, 
to slay. 


LOSS OF MEDIAL h. 
17. Medial h (not hh) preceded by a consonant and 


followed _ by_an_inflectional vowel disappears, and, in 
compensation, the stem-vowel is lengthened. (S. § 218.) 


‘Thus, mearh, gen. méares, horse ; feorh, gen. féores, * 


life; seolh, gen. séoles, seal. 


CONTRACTION. 


18. Intervocalic h disappears, and the vowels thus 
brought together are contracted, or the first vowel 
absorbs the second. (S. §§ 110-119, 218, 222.) 

Thus, feoh, gen. féos, property; eoh, gen. éos, horse ; 
pleoh, gen. pléos, peril; héah, gen. héas, and héan 
(< *héahan), high. 

Nott 1.—This disappearance of h also occurs (with variation) 
before inflexional syllables beginning with m and r; before the com- 
parative ending in r, and in composition and derivation: héah, acc. 
masc. héane (héanne, S. § 222, Note 2), dat. fem. héare, comp. 
hiera (hierra); héalic, high; pleolic, perilous; néa-l&can, to 
draw near. 

Norse 2.— Many contracted themes are due to the early loss of 
intervocalic h. 

Thus, ah + a (Q), 0, u results in @a: sléan (Goth. slahan), to 
strike ; Swéan (Goth. Swahan), to wash; tear (< *tahur), tear. 

eh +a (Q), 0, u results in 0 (io): séon (< *seh(w)an; the end- 
ing of these infinitives should perhaps be written -gn), to see; geféon 
(<*gifehan), to rejoice ; twéo (< *tweho), doubt. 

i, 1+ a (Q), 0, u results in io (60); Deon (< *Sihan < *Jenhan ; 
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Goth. peihan), to thrive; wréon (< *wrihan), to cover; béot 
(<*bihat), boast. 

A long vowel absorbs the following vowel: fén (< *fohan < 
*fonhan), to seize; hon (< *hohan < *honhan), to hang; téon 
(< *t€éohan), to draw; fléon (< *fl€éohan), to jlee. 


INFLUENCE OF w. 


19. The diphthongs eo, io produced by the breaking 
(9) or by the u-o-umlaut (14) of e, i are sometimes 
labialized by a preceding w into u oro. (S. §§ 71, 
(29) 

Thus, weordan (<*werdan, 9), to become, appears 
also in the form wurdan; weordian, wurdian, to 
honor ; weorpan, wurpan, to throw; weorold (14), 
worold, woruld, world; sweord, swurd, sword; wita, 
wiota (14), weota, wuta, wise man; widuwe, wioduwe 
(14), wuduwe, widow; betwih, betweoh (9), betwuh, 
with disappearance of w, betuh, between. 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. 


oe? 


INFLECTION,. 


DECLENSION OF NOUNS. 


THE 0O-DECLENSION. 


(S. §§ 235-250.) 


20. The o-declension (which includes the stems in 
-jo and -wo) represents the inflection of the greater 
number of the masculine and the neuter nouns. 


MASCULINE O-STEMS. 


21. (a) Monosyllabic themes: stan, stone; deeg, day; 


weal(1), wall; mearh, horse. 


Sing. N.A. 
G. 
DI. 


Plur. N.A. 


G. 
Dar 


Sing. N.A. 
G 
DI. 


Plur. N.A. 


G. 
Dy 


stan 
stanes 
stane 
stanas 
stana 
stanum 


edel 
édles 
édle 
édlas 
éSla 
édlum 


deg 
dzges 
dage 
dagas (7) 
daga 
dagum 


22. (6) Dissyllabic themes: 


engel 
engles 
engle 
englas 
engla 
englum 


weal(l) (12) 
wealles 
wealle 


weallas 
wealla 
weallum 


mearh 
méares (17) 
méare 


méaras 
méara 
méarum 


evel, property; engel, 
angel; heofon, heaven; fugol, bird. 


heofon 
heofones 
heofone 


heofenas 
heofena 
heofenum 


fugol 
fugles 
fugle 
fuglas 
fugla 
fuglum 


23. (1) In the inflection of dissyllabic themes, when 
the radical syllable is long, the (short) middle vowel is 
2 
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syncopated (€dles, engles); when the radical syllable 
is short, the middle vowel is retained (heofones). 

(2) But certain of the themes in -el, -ol, -er, -or almost 
regularly do not retain the middle vowel after a short 
radical syllable (fugles; S. § 245). 

(8) A middle vowel which is long (by position) is 
retained: wifels, wfelses, covering; f¥tels, f¥telses, 
vessel; hengest, hengestes, stallion; feereld, fzreldes, 
journey. 

Nore. — There is always more or less deviation from the normal 
forms in the matter of the loss and the retention of the middle vowel. 
The middle vowel tends to assume the form e before a following a, o, 


u (heofones, but heofenas ; S. § 129), but there is much of unregu- 
lated distribution of o and e as middle vowels. 


NEUTER o-STEMs. 


24. (a) Monosyllabic themes: géar, year; word, 
word; feet, vessel; lim, limd; feoh, property. 


S.N.A. géar word feet lim feoh (féo) 
G. géares wordes fetes limes féos (18) 
D.I. géare worde fete lime féo 
P.N.A. géar word fatu (7) limu, leomu (14) 
G. géara worda fata lima, leoma 


D.I. géarum wordum fatum limum, leomum 


25. The case-ending (u) of the nom. and ace. pl. 
disappears after a long radical syllable; after a short 
radical syllable it is retained: géar, word, but fatu, 
limu (liomu, leomu). 

Notr.— The case-ending u of the nom. acc. pl. is often weakened 


to o or a. Monosyllabic themes may also have prefixes: gebed, 
prayer; gefeoht, fight; gewrit, writing ; bebod, command. 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. XXV 


26. (d) Dissyllabic themes: héafod, head; nieten 
(nyten), animal; wpen, weapon; weeter, water. 


S.N.A. héafod nieten wpen weeter 
G. héafdes nietenes wpnes weeteres 

DJ. héafde nietene wepne wetere 
P.N.A. héaf(o)du nietenu wépnu, -en weeter, -u 

G. héafda nietena wepna wetera 
D1. héafdum nietenum wepnum weterum 


27. The middle vowel is generally syncopated after 
a long radical syllable (héafdes, wpnes); it is retained 
after a short radical syllable (weeteres), and in some 
words in -en having a long radical syllable (nietenes). 
The case-ending u (0, a) of the nom. acc. pl. gener- 
ally remains after a long radical syllable (héaf(o)du, 
nietenu), and disappears when the radical syllable is 
short (weeter). 


Norr. — Usage is not uniform in the treatment of either the middle 
vowel or the case-ending u. 


Mascurine anp Neuter jo-StTEems. 


28. (a) Monosyllabic themes: Masculine, hierde, 
_ shepherd; here, army; hrycg, ridge. — Neuter, wite, 
punishment; cynn, kin. 


al 


5 \ “, 
S.N.A. hierde(13,f) here (13, a) hryeg(12) wite cyn(n)(12) 


G. hierdes her(i)ges (10,3) hryecges wites cynnes 
D.I. hierde her(i)ge hrycge wite cynne 
P.N.A. hierdas her(i)g(e)as hrycgas witu  cyn(n) 
G. hierda her(i)g(e)a hrycga wita cynna 

D.I. hierdum her(i)gum hrycgum witum cynnum 


29. Nouns in -jo (= io after a long radical syllable, 
11, Note 2) have umlaut of the radical vowel (if it be 
a vowel that can be affected by umlaut), and gemination 
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of a single consonant (except r) before j when the radical 
vowel is short (11): stem *hrugjo- > hrycg, etc. 


30. (0) Dissyllabic themes: Masculine, #fen, even- 
ing; fiscere, fisher. — Neuter, wésten, waste. 


S.N.A. sfen fiscere wéesten 
G. sfen(n)es fisceres westen(n)es 
DI, #fen(n)e fiscere wésten(n)e 
P.N.A. &fen(n)as fisceras wésten(n)u 
G. #fen(n)a fiscera wéesten(n)a 
DI. #fen(n)um fiscerum wésten(n)um 


Norz. — A medial geminated consonant is often simplified before 
an inflectional ending: #fen(n)es, wésten(n)es, etc. 
MascuLinE aNnD NEUTER wo-STEMS. 


31. Themes: Masculine, bearu, grove; Téow, servant. 
— Neuter, searu, device; cnéo(w), knee. 


8.N.A. bearu, -o Séo(w) searu, -O cenéo(w) 
G. bearwes Seowes searwes cnéowes 
DI. bearwe Séowe searwe cnéowe 
P.N.A. bearwas Séowas searu, -O cnéow(u), cnéo 
G. bearwa séowa searwa cnéowa 
DI. bearwum veowum searwum cntéowum 


82. (1) After a short radical syllable the w of the stem 
has become final u (0) of the theme: stem *barwo-> 
*baru; gen. *barwes > bearwes (9); the broken vowel 
ea is transferred to the theme. 

(2) The wo-stems are relatively fewin number. Some 
of the more common ones are: masc. sna(w), snow ; 
Déaw, custom ; — masc. and neut. déaw, dew; hlaw, 
hlzw, mound ; hra(w), hra&(w), corpse ;—neut. bealu, 
evil; mealu, meal; hléo(w), protection; tréo(w), tree. 

Norr.— A parasitic vowel, u, 0, or e, is often developed before w: 


bear(u)we, bear(o)we; sear(u)we, sear(e)we; beal(o) wes, etc. 
(of. 87, Note). 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. 


THE &-DECLENSION. (S. §§ 251-260.) 


33. All nouns of the a-declension (which includes the 
stems in -j& and -w&) are feminine. 


a&-STems. 
34. Themes: giefu, gift; lar, lore; frofor, consola- 
tion; firen, sin; costung, temptation. 
S.N. giefu,-o lar fréfor firen costung 
G. giefe lare frofre firene costunga, -e 
DI. giefe lare frofre firene costunga, -e 
A. giefe lare frofre firene costunga, -¢ 
P.N.A. giefa, -e lara, -e frofra,-e firena,-e costunga, -e 
G. giefa,-ena lara,-ena frofra firena costunga 
DI. giefum larum frofrum firenum  costungum 
35. The case-ending u of the nom. sg. is retained only 


in words like giefu (with short radical syllable). In the 
gen. pl. some use is made of the case-ending -ena, which 
is taken from the n-declension (44). Nouns in -ung 
have commonly the case-ending -a in the gen. dat. acc. sg. 
After a long radical syllable the middle vowel is synco- 
pated (frdfre); it is retained when the radical syllable 
is short (firene). 
ja-STrems. 


36. Themes: wylf, she-wolf; sib(b), peace; byrden, 
burden; halignes, holiness. 


S.N. wylf sib(b) (12) byrden —Alignes 
G. wylfe sibbe byrden(n)e halignesse 
D.I. wylfe sibbe byrden(n)e halignesse 
A. wylfe sibbe byrden(n)e halignesse 
P.N.A. wylfa,-e sibba,-e byrden(n)a,-e halignessa, -o 
G. wylfa sibba byrden(n)a halignessa 
DI. wylfum = sibbum, byrden(n)um halignessum 
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s 


Some of the more common jastems -are: ben(n), 
wound; blids, bliss, bliss; bryeg, bridge; byrgen, tomb; 
egndel, candle; ecg, edge; giemen, care; gyden, god- 
dess; hell, hell; hild, battle; lids, liss, favor; milds, 
milts, mercy; sciell, scyll, shell, synn, sin; wynn, joy; 
yo", wave. 

wa-STems. 


87. Themes: stéw, place; beadu, battle; 1s, pas- 
ture; med, meadow. 


S.N. stow beadu 1%s mad 
G. stowe beadwe 1¥s(w)e m#d(w)e 
D.I. stdOwe beadwe 1és(w)e m2d(w)e 
A. stdwe beadwe 1%s(w)e m2d(w)e, (mad) 


P.N.A. stOwa,-e beadwa,-e l%s(w)a,-e m&#d(w)a,-e 
G. stoOwa beadwa 1&s(w)a m2d(w)a 
DI. stOwum beadwum 1s(w)um med(w)um 


Here belong also hréow, repentance; tréow, faithful- 
ness; nearu, distress; the plurals freetwa, -e, geatwa, 
-e, getiiwa, -e, ornaments, arms; and €a, water (<*ahu, 
18, Note 2; Goth. ahwa), gen. sg. Ga (€as, ie), dat. sg. 
Ga (ie, Gi), acc. sg. 6a; nom. acc. pl. €a (€an); dat. pl. 
éaum (éam). ‘There is also a trace of this declension 
in the nom. ace. pl. cléa, cléo, dat. pl. cléam (clam), 
claws. 


Notr.— A parasitic vowel, u, 0, or e, may be developed before w: 
bead (u)we, bead(o) we, near(o)we, geat(e)we, etc. (cf. 32, Note). 


THE i-DECLENSION.  (S. §§ 261-269.) 


838. The i-declension includes nouns of all genders, 
but it has been much affected by the adoption of case- 
endings of the o-declension. 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. xxix 


Mascuning anp Neuter i-StTEems. 
39. Themes: Masculine, hryre, fall; fréondscipe, 
friendship; pl. Dene, the Danes; feng, grasp; pl. 
Engle, the Angles. — Neuter, sife, sieve. 


S.N.A. hryre fréondscipe feng sife 
G. hryres fréondscipes fenges sifes 
DI. hryre fréondscipe fenge sife 
P.N.A. hryras Dene Engle sifu 
G. hryra Den(ige)a Englas sifa 
DI. hryrum Denum Englum sifum 


40. The original i of the stem has produced umlaut 
of the radical vowel, and survives as e in the nom. acc. 
sg. when the radical syllable is short: *hruri > hryre. 
The proper case-ending of the nom. acc. pl. masc. is 
e (<i), but it has been almost totally superseded by 
-as of the o-declension, except in proper nouns like 
Dene, Engle, etc. 

Nore. — Traces of the original inflection of the plural are wine, 
friends ; gen. pl. winigea ; stede, places, etc., occurring by the side 


of the usual forms winas, gen. wina, stedas, etc. The permanent 
trace of the original declension is the umlaut of the radical vowel. 


FemMInNIneE i-Stems. 


41. Themes: dd, deed; ewén, woman; seyld, guilt. 


S.N. dad cwen seyld 
G. d#de cwene scylde 
DI. d#de cwene scylde 
A. dad (-e) cwen (-e) scyld 
P.N.A. dade (-a) cwéne (-a) scylde (-a) 
G. d#da cwena scylda 
DI. d#dum cwenum scylduim 


42. The case-endings acc. sg. -e, nom. acc. pl. -a are 
often employed; they are adopted from the a-declension. 
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The nouns here represented have the radical syllable 
long; those with a short radical syllable have conformed 
to the 4-declension 


THE u-DECLENSION. (8. §§ 270-275.) 


43. Themes: Masculine, sunu, son. — Feminine, 


hand, hand. 
S.N.A. sunu, -o, -a hond 
G. suna henda 
D.I._ suna, -u, -o henda 


P.N.A. suna, -u, -o honda 
G. suna honda 
D.I. sunum hendum 


This declension has been reduced to comparatively 
few surviving forms, such as: masc. wudu (< wiodu, 
19), gen. dat. sg. wuda; sidu (siodu, 14), custom, 
acc. pl. siodo; medu (meodu, 14), mead, dat. sg. 
meodu, -o; feld, field, dat. sg. felda; ford, ford, dat. 
sg. forda; winter, winter, dat. sg. wintra ; sumor, 
summer, dat. sg. sumera;—fem. duru, door, dat. sg. 
duru, -a;— neut. fela (feola, 14), much. 


THE WEAK DECLENSION (M-DECLENSION). (S. §§ 276-278, 280.) 


44. Themes: masc., nema, name; fem., tunge, tongue; 
neut., age, eye; masc., geféa, Joy. 


S.N. noma tunge éage geféa 
G.D.I. ngman tungan éagan geféan 
A, neman tungan éage gefeéan 
P.N.A. noman tungan éagan geféan 
G. nomena tungena @agena gef€ana 


D1. nemum tungum éagum geféa(u)m 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. XXX1 


45. The case-ending of the gen. pl. -ena (which may 
also occur as -ana, -ona, -una) is sometimes reduced to 
-na, or even to -a (in agreement with other declensions). 
-an often becomes -on. 

geféa represents a small class of stems ending in a 
vowel, which is contracted with the case-endings. Other 
words of this form are: masc. fréa, lord; 1é0, lion, gen. 
léon, etc.; twéo, doubt; Sréa, threat ;—fem. fla, arrow. 

éage and éare, ear. almost exhaust the neuter nouns 


of this declension. ss 
a aed 
A 


FEMININE ABSTRACT NOUNS IN -u, -0. (S. § 279.) 


46. Themes: wlencu, pride; strengu (strengdu, 
strengd), strength. 


S.N. wlencu,-o strengu, -o strengdu, -o, strengd 
G. 
J Dim | wlence; -u,-0 strenge; -u,-o strengde; -u,-o 
a) 
P.N.A. wlenc(e)a,-u,-o strenge,-a;-u,-o strengde,-a; -u,-0 
G. -wlenc(e)a strenga strengda 
DI. wilencum strengum strengdum 


4.7. These nouns represent primarily an original 
weak declension in i(n) (e.g., br#du, bred = Goth. 
braidei; ei = 1); and secondarily abstracts of the 
a-declension in *-idu, (Goth. -i8a): strengdu < 
*strongida. The -u of the nom. sg. has been obtained 
from the a-declension, and extended to other cases so 
a3 to produce often an uninflected singular. There 
is always more or less conformity to the a-declension, 
especially by nouns in *-idu, (8. § 259, 3.) 
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MINOR DECLENSIONS. 
THE r-DECLENSION. (S. § 285.) 


48. Themes (nouns of relationship): feeder, father; 
mddor, mother; brodvor, brother; sweostor, sister; doh- 
tor, daughter. 


S.N.A. feeder mdodor, -ur, -er broddor, -ur, -er 
G. feder, -(e)res modor (méder brovdor 
DI. feeder méder (13, d) brever (13, d) 
P.N.A. fed(e)ras modru, -& brovor, -Sru 
G. fed(e)ra modra brovra 
DI. fed(e)rum modrum brodrum 
S. N.A. sweostor, -ur, -er dohtor, -ur, -er 
G. sweostor dohtor (dehter) 
D.I. sweostor dohtor, dehter (13, d) 
P.N.A. sweostor, -tru, -tra dohtor, -tru, -tra 
G. sweostra dohtra 
DI. sweostrum dohtrum 


The datives méder, dehter (which are sometimes 
transferred into the genitive) exhibit umlaut of the 
radical vowel (méder < *méddri; dehter < *dohtri). 
sweostor also becomes swoster, swuster (19), swyster. 

Here belong also the collective plurals gebrddor, 
brethren, gesweostor, sisters. 


THE nd-DECLENSION. <. § 286.) 
49. Themes: fréond, friend; hettend, enemy. 


S.N.A. fréond hettend 
G. fréondes hettendes 
DI. friend (18, /), fréonde hettende 
P.N.A. friend, fréond, fréondas hettend, -das, -de 
G. fréonda hettendra 
DI. fréondum hettendum 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. Xxxili 


50. This declension comprises masculine nouns of 
agency derived from present participles. Like fréond 
are declined féond, foe; the collective plurals gefriend, 
friends; gefiend, foes. Like hettend are declined 
agend, owner; démend, judge; éhtend, persecutor ; 
fultum(ijend, helper; géddond (pl. géddénd), bene- 
factor; healdend, keeper; hzlend, nergend, saviour ; 
wealdend, ruler; wigend, warrior; etc. The case- 
endings gen. sg. -es, dat. sg. -e, nom. pl. -as show 
conformity to the o-declension, and nom. pl. -e, gen. 
pl. -ra are in accordance with the regular strong 
adjective inflection of present participles (62). 


THE Os-e€s-DECLENSION. (8. §§ 288-290.) 


Bi. Themes: Neuter, lemb, lamb; cealf, calf; #g, 


egg. 
S N.A. lgmb cealf ; Bg 
G. lgmbes cealfes #ges 
D.I. Igmbe cealfe ge 
P.N.A, igmbru, lomber, lgmb cealfru égru 
G. lgmbra lgmba cealfra gra 
D.I. lgmbrum lgmbum cealfrum #grum 


The plurals in r, given in the paradigms, to which 
may be added the occasional pl. cildru, children, are the 
most important relics of this declension of neuter nouns. 


52. The original stem-endings -or, -er (< -os, -es) 
also survive in themes like dégor, day; sigor, victory ; 
hryver, cattle; but these have adopted the o-declension, 
and often a change of gender. Sometimes -er is reduced 
to -e, ag in sige (< *siger ; Goth. sigis), victory; ege 
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(Goth. agis), fear, and such words have generally 
become masculine and follow the i-declension. Other- 
wise the total loss of the stem-ending (as in the sing. 
of the paradigms) has resulted in a theme like sel, 
hall (by the side of salor), 


THE RADICAL CONSONANT DECLENSION. (S. §§ 281-284.) 


53. Themes: Masculine, monn, man; fit, foot; td, 
tooth. — Feminine, bic, book; burg, borough. 


S.N.A. men(n) fot tod boc burg 
G. mgnnes fotes todes béc,boce byr(i)g (138, e¢) 
D.I. men(n)(13,d) fét (13, d) tes béc byr(Dg 
P.N.A. men(n) fet tes béc byr(ig 
G. manna fota toda boca burga 
DI. mgnnum fotum todum bocum burgum 


54. (1) A weak acc. sg. mennan, and the pl. fotas, 
t6das sometimes occur. Other masculine forms of this 
declension survive in hele (heled), hero, pl. hele, 
heeled (by the side of heledas); minad, month, pl. 
ménad (by the side of mdn(e)das). There are also 
the neuter forms: seriid, garment, dat. sg. seryd; ealu, 
ale, gen. dat. sg. ealod, -ad. 

(2) Like boe are also declined the feminines broe, 
breeches, pl. bréc; gat, goat, pl. gét; gos, goose, pl. gés; 
liis, Jouse, pl. 1ys; miis, mouse, pl. mys; ci, cow (gen. 
cii(e), cy, ciis; dat. cy; pl. nom. acc. ey(e), gen. 
cii(n)a, cyna; dat. citum, ciim). — niht, night, pre- 
serves a trace of this declension in dat. sg., nom. ace. 
pl. niht (the adverbial gen. nihtes (70) is due to asso- 
ciation with deges); and meged, mgd, mad, in 
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undergoing no change in the sing. and the nom. ace. pl. 
—burg sometimes shows departure from this declension 
by the gen. dat. sg. burge, nom. acc. pl. burge, -a. 


ADJECTIVES. 
DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES. (S. §§ 291-304.) 


55. Adjectives have a double inflection: (1) the 
Strong (or Indefinite), and (2) the Weak (or Definite) 
declension. 

(1) The Strong declension is used whenever none of 
the conditions for the use of the Weak declension are 
present. It has some special case-endings, which are of 
pronominal origin: masc. neut. dat. sg. -um; masc. acc. 
sg. -ne; fem. gen. dat. sg. -re; masc. nom. acc. pl. -e; 
gen. pl.-ra; with these exceptions this declension agrees 
with that of o- (jo-, wo-) stems for the masc. and neut., 
and with that of 4- (ja-, wa-) stems for the fem. forms. 
A few traces are all that is left to represent the declen- 
sion of i- and u-stems (59, 2, 3). 

(2) The Weak declension is used when the adjective 
is preceded by a demonstrative (sometimes a possessive ) 
pronoun; in direct address (vocative); and in poetry 
sometimes in place of the Strong declension. More- 
over, the comparatives always follow this declension, 
and usually the superlatives; and all the ordinals (ex- 
cept rest, fyrmest, fyrest, fyrst, first; and Odor, 
second. 74, 7). 

This declension agrees throughout with the n-declen- 
sion of nouns (44), except that the gen. pl. often ends 
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im -ra. 
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STRONG DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES. 


(a) o- (a&-) Stems. 


56. Themes: hred, rapid; god, good. 


MASCULINE. NEUTER. FEMININE. 
S.N. hred hred hradu, -o 
G. hredes hreedes hredre (7) 
D. hradum (7) hradum hredre 
A. hredne hred hrede 
I. hrede hrede 
P.N.A. hrede hradu,-0;-e hrada,-e 
G. hredra hredra hredra 
DI. hradum hradum hradum 
MASCULINE. NEUTER. FEMININE. 
S.N. god god god 
G. goddes godes godre 
D. godum godum godre 
A. gddne god gode 
I. godde gode 
P.N.A. godde god; -e goda, -e 
G. godra godra godra 
DI. godum godum godum 


Norr.— The special case-endings, of pronominal origin (55, 1), are 
marked by difference of type in the paradigm of hraed. 


57. (1) In LWS the nom. ace. pl. neut. generally 
ends in -e (in conformity to the masc.); the cases in 
-um sometimes appear in -on, -an; and -re, -ra may 
become -ere, -era. 

Norr.—The nom. acc, pl. masc, féawe, few, and manege, many, 
because of association with the noun fela, much (which is also used 


as an adjective), frequently become féawa and manega; so too 
ealla for ealle, all, is found, 


(2) Adjectives in -h: héah, high, fem. héah, héa; 
gen. héas (18), LWS also héages; fem. gen. dat. 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. XXXVII 


héare, héahre, héarre; dat. héaum, héam, héagum; 
. acc. masc. héanne, héane, héahne, etc.—hréoh, rough; 
dat. hréoum ; acc. masc. hréone; gen. pl. hréora; etc. 
— rih, rough, gen. riiwes, ruges; acc. masc. riihne ; 
etc. — Owéorh, transverse, gen. Owéores ; etc. — woh, 
wrong, gen. wos, woges; etc. 

(8) In the declension of dissyllabic themes the same 
principles generally prevail in the retention and the loss 
of the middle vowels which have been observed in the 
curresponding declensions of nouns. 


(b) jo- (ja-) anp wo- (wa-) Srems. 


58. Themes: jo- (ja-) theme, gréne, green; wo- 
(wa-) theme, gearu, ready. 


MASCULINE. NEUTER. FEMININE, 
§.N. gréne gréne greénu, -o 
G. grénes grénes grenre 
D. grénum grenum grénre 
A. grénne gréene gréne 
I. gréne grene 
P.N.A. gréne grenu,-0;-e gréna,-e 
G. grénra grénra grénra 
D1. grénum grénum grénum 
MASCULINE, NEUTER. FEMININE, 
S.N. gearu, -o gearu, -O gearu, -o 
G. gearwes gear(o)re 
D. gearwum gear(o)re 
A. gearone gearu, -o gearwe 
is gearwe 
P.N.A. gearwe gearu; -we gearwa, -e 
G. gear(o)ra 
DI. gearwum 


59. (1) frio (fréo, frioh, fréoh), free (stem *frijo-), 
gen. friges; dat. frigum; pl. frige, etc., has also con- 
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tracted forms: dat. frioum; gen. dat. fem. friore; acc. 
masc. frione; pl. frio; gen. friora, etc. 

Norr.— The wo-stems often exhibit a parasitic vowel before w=: 
gear(0) wes, gear(e)wes, gear(u) we, etc. (cf. 32, Note). 

(2) Adjective i-stems follow the declension of gréne 
(jo-stem). Thus, bryce (stem *bruci; 13, e), frag- 
ile; gemyne, mindful; swice, deceitful.— With long 
radical syllable: bryce, useful; Dblide, blithe; swéte, 
sweet. 

(3) Adjective u-stems have adopted either the o- or 
the jo-declension. Relics of the original declension 
are the forms: c(w)icu, c(w)ucu (< ewiocu; 19), 
alive; and wlacu, tepid. 


WEAK DECLENSION OF ADJECTIVES. 


60. Theme: gdd, good. 


MASCULINE. NEUTER. FEMININE. 
S.N.V. godda gode gode 
G. goddan go0dan go0dan 
DI. gddan godan godan 
A, gddan gode godan 
ALL GENDERS. 
P.N.V.A. godan 
G. godena, -ra (55, 2) 
D.I. godum 


Notr 1.— The gen. pl. sometimes occurs in -ana, -an (conforming 
to the other cases); or in -ma, and.-a (conforming to nouns). The 
case-ending -am sometimes appears as -on; and -um may become 
-an, -on. 

Norn 2.— Adjectives in h are contracted: héah, high; héa, héan 
(18), etc. — Yweorh, transverse: Sweora, -e, etc.; wOh, wrong: gen. 
pl. wona, etc, 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. XXX1X 


DECLENSION OF PARTICIPLES. (S. §§ 305, 306.) 


61. Participles admit of the double inflection of ad- 
jectives. When the strong inflection is employed, the 
present participle follows the declension of jo-stems 
(58, gréne); the past participles (of both Strong and 
Weak verbs) are declined like o-stems (56). 


STRONG DECLENSION OF THE PRESENT PARTICIPLE. 


62. Theme: Present Participle, singende, singing. 


MASCULINE. NEUTER. FEMININE, 
S.N. singende singende singendu, -o 
G. singendes singendes singendre 
D. singendum singendum singendre 
A, singendne singende singende 
I. singende singende 
P.N.A. singende singendu,-0;-e singenda,-e 
G. singendra singendra singendra 
DI. singendum singendum singendum 


Nore. — The acc. sg. masc. is often uninflected (having the ending 
-e, instead of -ne). When a present participle is used as a noun of 
agency, it follows the declension of nd-stems (49, hettend). 


COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES. (S. §§ 307-314.) 


63. (1) An adjective forms its Comparative in the 
ending -ra (< *-ira and *-ora = Goth. -iza and -oza); 
its Superlative in -est, or -ost (= Goth. -ist, -ost). 
There may be umlaut of the radical vowel, but in 
most instances umlaut does not occur. ; 

Thus, (a2) with umlaut: 

eald, old ieldra leldest 
eave, easy iedra ieSest 
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geong, young giengra giengest 
great, great grietra grietest 
héah, high hiehra (hierra) hieh(e)st 
long, long lengra lengest 
sceort, short sciertra sciertest 


(6) Without umlaut : 


ceald, cold cealdra cealdost 
earm, poor earmra earmost 
heard, hard heardra heardost 
hlad, loud hlaidra hlidost 
léof, dear léofra léofost 
rice, powerful ricra ricost 
wid, strong swidra swidost 
swift, swift swiftra swiftost 


(2) In the limited class of umlauted forms the 
original endings were -ira, -ist; while the more 
common absence of umlaut proves the preference for 
-ora, -ost. 


Nortr 1.— It is because comparatives follow the weak declen- 
sion (55, 2) that the masculine theme (in -a) is adopted as the 
theme of the comparative; superlatives admit of double inflection, 
therefore the strong theme is here employed (in -ist, -ost, not -ista, 
-osta). 

Notre 2.— The ending -ost (which is often represented by -ust, 
-ast) is occasionally transferred to umlauted forms; and -est is 
often found with the unumlauted forms, particularly when these are 
inflected: heardesta, ricestan, etc. 


64. Some few comparatives and superlatives have 
no positive, but are based on corresponding adverbs or 
prepositions : 


(feorr, far) fierra fierrest 
(néah, near) néarra niehst 
(&r, earlier) serra rest 


(fore, before) furdra fyr(e)st 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. xh 


65. A trace of superlatives in -m survives in forma, 
the frst, and hindema, the hindmost. But to this -m 
the regular ending -est has been joined; the result is a 
(double) superlative ending -mest (-mest; = Goth. 
-m-ist-), which appears in the following list. These 
adjectives are, in the greater number of instances, also 
based upon adverbs or prepositions, and usually have 
the comparative in -erra. 


(sid, late) sidra sidemest, sivest 
let, late letra letemest, leetest 
(inne, withi:) inn(er)ra innemest 

(ite, without) tit(er)ra, Ytrra Jtemest, itemest 
(afan, above) ufetra, yfer(r)a yf(e)mest, ufemest 
(nivan, below) niverra nidemest 
(fore, before) furdra fyrmest, forma 
(efter, after) eefterra seftemest 
mid(d), mid mid(e)mest 
(nord, northward) nor&(er)ra,nyrdra nordmest 

(sad, southward) sud(er)ra,syderra siamest 

(€ast, eastward) éast(er)ra éastmest 

(west westward) (west(er)ra) westimess 


» 66. In the following list the root of the comparative 
and superlative differs from that of the positive. 


god, good bet(e)ra, bettra bet(e)st 

yfel, evil wiersa wierrest, wierst 
micel, great mara, mzrra mest 

ljtel (1¥t), little 1#ssa l#s(e)st, l&rest 


Norr.— With god is to be associated (in meaning) the adv. sél, 
better, comp. adj. sella, sélra, superl. adj. sélost, sélest ; and the adv. 
and subst. ma (mé), more, belongs to mara. 
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ADVERBS. 


CLASSIFICATION AND FORMATION OF ADVERBS. 
(S. §§ 315-821.) 


67. Some of the more important adverbs of place are 
the following : — 


hwér (LWS hwar), where hwider, whither hwonan, whence 
Szr (LWS dar), there Sider, Sidres, thither Soqnan, thence 
hér, here hider, hidres, hither heonan, hence 
inne, innan, within in(n) innan 
Ute, Gtan, without ut titan 
uppe, uppan, up, above up(p) uppan 
ufan, above ufan 
neodan, below, beneath nivor neovan 
foran, before ford foran 
hindan, behind hinder hindan 

éast, east @astan 

west, west westan 

nord, north norvan 

sud, south sudan 
feorran, far feor(r) feorran 
néah (néh), near néar néan 


ADVERBS FORMED FROM ADJECTIVES AND NOUNS. 


68. (1) Many adverbs in their formation have a 
definite relation either to adjectives or to nouns. The 
largest class is derived from adjectives by the addi- 
tion of the adverbial ending -e. Adjectives in -e 
remain unchanged. 

Thus, adj. georn, eager, — adv. georne; hlid, foud, 
—hlide; hliitor, clear, —hlitre; leng, long, — lenge ; 
déop, déoplic, deep, —déope, déoplice; glad, gleedlic, 
glad, ete. — gledlice. — From adjectives in -e: adj. 
plide, joyful,—ady, blide; clane, clean, — cline. 


tNFLECTION: DECLENSION. yliit 


Nort 1.—In consequence of a marked preference for the termi- 
nation -lice, these adverbs come to exceed in number adjectives in -lic. 
Norr 2.— The adverbs softe, swote are without the umlaut of the 
corresponding adjectives séfte, soft, swéte, sweet. 


69. Other adverbial endings are -a and -unga (-enga, 
-inga). 

Thus: géara, of yore (= gen. pl. of géar, year); sdna, 
soon; tela (teola, teala, tala), properly; tiiwa (twii- 
wa, twiwa), twice; Sriwa, thrice.— #ninga (Aninga, 
anunga), entirely; eallunga (eallinga), altogether ; 
grundlunga (grundlinga), completely; sgmnunga 
(semninga), suddenly; wéninga, perhaps. 


70. Oblique cases of nouns and adjectives are used 
adverbially, and from these, as well as from prepo- 
sitional phrases, have sprung more or less permanent 
adverbial forms: 

Thus (a) genitive adverbs: dzges, by day; nihtes, 
by night; ealles, altogether; nealles (= n& + ealles; 
-nalles, nalas, nalzs, nals), not at all; elles, otherwise ; 
micles, very; néades, needs; simbles, singales, always ; 
willes, gewealdes, willingly; self-willes, voluntarily ; 
up-weardes, upwards ; togegnes, against; ungewisses, 
unconsciously ; hii géares, at what time of year. 

(6) Accusative adverbs: fyrn, gefyrn, formerly; full, 
fully; gendg, enough; hwon, somewhat; lytel, 1¥t, little ; 
ungemet, immoderately ; upweard, upward. 

(¢) Dative (Instr.) adverbs: hwéne (instr.), some- 
what; ham (hame), home; sare, sorely; hwilum, 
sometimes; stundm#lum, time after time; lytlum, 
little; miclum, very. 
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COMPARISON OF ADVERBS. (S. §§ 322, 323.) 


%1. Adverbs (chiefly those which are derived from 
adjectives) adopt the comparative and superlative end- 
ings -or, -ost (-ust, -ast): georne, eagerly; geornor, 
geornost. 


72. Certain monosyllabic comparatives are without the 
comparative ending; these were originally in -iz (= Goth. 
-is), and have therefore umlaut: dr, earlier (< *ariz< 
*airiz, Goth. airis); bet, better (< *batiz, Goth. batis); 
qnd, formerly; fierr, farther; ied (€ad), easier; 18s, 
less; leng, longer; me (ma), more; nyr (néar), 
nearer; séft, softer; sél, better; sid, later; tylg, more 
willing . 


NUMERALS. 


CARDINAL AND ORDINAL NUMERALS, (S. §§ 324-381.) 


73. The cardinal and the ordinal numerals are as 
follows : — 
CARDINAL, ORDINAL. 
{ forma, formesta, fyrmest 


1 an | fyrest, fyrst; Srest 

2 twégen, tii, twa over, wfterra 

3 Srie, Srio (Sréo) Sridda 

4 fiower (féower) féowerSa, feordSa 

5 fif fifta 

6 siex, six siexta 

7 siofon (seofon) seofoda, -eSa 

8 eahta eahto¥a, -e¥a, -eofa 

9 nigon nigoda, -eSa, -eo8a 
10 tien, tyn téoda 
11 endlefan, -leofan, -lufan, etc. endlefta, ellefta, ete, 
12 twelf twelfta 


100 


10 


120 
200 
1000 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. 


CARDINAL. 
Sréotiene, -téne, -tyne 
féowertiene 
fiftiene 
siextiene 
seofontiene 
eahtatiene 
nigontiene 
twéntig 
an ond twentig 
Sritig 
féowertig 
fiftig 
siextig 
(hund)seofontig 
(hund)eahtatig 
(hund) nigontig 
hundtéontig, hund, hundred 
hundendlefantig 
hundé#lleftig, etc. 
hundtwelftig 
twa (ta) hund 
Sisend 
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ORDINAL, 
Sreoteodva 
féowertéota 
fiftéoda 
siexteova 
seofontéova 
eahtatéodva 
nigontéova 
tweéntigoda, -tig’a, -tiga, ete, 
an ond twentigoda 
Sritigoda 
féowertigota 
fiftigoda 
siextigoda 
(hund)seofontigoda 
(hund)eahtigova 
(hund)nigontigoda 
(hundtéontigo¥a) 


(hund)endleftigota 
(hund)twelftigova 


DECLENSION OF NUMERALS. 


74. (1) The cardinal an, one, is generally declined 
like a strong adjective, with the acc. sg. masc. v#nne, 


anne, and the instr. sg. #ne, Ane. 


When it signifies 


alone, it is often declined weak. (See also the Indefinite 
Pronouns.) 
(2) Themes: twégen, twain, two; Srie, three. 


N, A. twegen 


MASCULINE. 


G. 
D. 


NEUTER. 

ti, twa 
twég(e)a, twegra 
twHm, twam 


FEMININE. 
twa 
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MASCULINE. NEUTER. FEMININE, 
N.A. Srie, Sri (Sry) Brio, Sréo Srio, Sréo 
G. driora, Sréora 
1B, rim 


(8) Like twégen is declined bégen (beggen), both; 
neut. bii; fem. ba; gen. bég(r)a; dat. b¥®m, bam. 
Norsz.— There is more or less disregard of gender in the use of the 
above forms, The fem. twa, which has been extended to the neut., 
is sometimes used for twégen; and ba and ba for bégen, and Sréo 
for Srie, occur. When nouns of different gender are referred to, the 
neut. form of the numeral is generally employed. There is a tendency 
to use conjointly the monosyllabic forms of twégen and bégen, with 
some freedom as to gender: masc. fem, ba twa; neut. (also masc. fem.} 
biti, bata, both. 


(4) The cardinals from 4 to 19 are, as a rule, not 
inflected, except when they are used absolutely (i.e. 
without a noun); they then take the case-endings 
nom. acc, -e, gen. -a, dat. -um. 

(5) The cardinals in -tig are often not inflected; 
when inflected, the case-endings are gen. -a, -ra, dat. 
-um, and sometimes gen. sg. -es. 

(6) hund, usually uninflected, has the dat. sg. hunde, 
and the nom. acc. pl. hunde, dat. pl. hundum. When 
inflected, hundred has the following case-endings: gen. 
Sg. -eS, dat. sg. -€; nom. ace. pl. -u, -o; gen. pl. -a, dat. 
pl.-um. The same case-endings with the addition of 
gen. pl. -ra occur with diisend. 

(7) The ordinals are all declined like weak adjectives, 
except #rest, fyrmest, fyrest, fyrst, which conform to 
both the strong and the weak declension, and 6der which 
conforms to the strong declension only. 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. xvii 


PRONOUNS. 


PERSONAL PRONOUNS. (S. §§ 332-334.) 


75. Themes: First Person, ic, 7; Second Person, 9a, 
thou; Third Person, hé, he, hit, it, héo, she. 


Sing. N.- ic bot 

G. min din 

D. mé ve 

A. mec, mé Sec, 36 
Dual N. wit git 

G. uncer incer 

D. unc ine 

A. uncit, unc incit, inc 
Plur,N. wé é 


G. wtser, ire ower (lower) 

D. ts ‘€éow (10w) 

A. dsic, ts éowic, Eow (iow) 

S.N. hé hit héo (hio), hie, hi 
G. his his hiere, hire, hyre 
D. him him hiere, hire, hyre 
A. hiene, hine hit ‘hie, hi (hig), héo 
P.NLA. hie, hi (hig), hy, héo (hio) 

G. hiera, hira, hyra, beora (hiora) 
D. him, heom 


Nore. — The Personal Pronouns are also used as Reflexives. 


POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS. (S. §§ 335, 336.) 


76. The Possessive Pronouns min, mine; Sin, thine ; 
fire, our; Gower, your; sin, his, her, its; tncer, of us 
two; incer, of you two, are declined like adjectives 
(strong declension). 

Nore.— The genitives of the Third Personal Pronouns are often 
used as Possessives, 


xlvili AN OUTLINE OF ANGLO-SAXON GRAMMAR. 


DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS. (S. §§ 357-339.) 


77. Themes: masc., sé, neut., Set, fem., séo, the, 
that ; — masc., dés, neut., Sis, fem., Déos, this. 
MN 


fa 


S.N. sé Sat s€0 (si0) 
G, Tes Sees Szre 
D. S#m, Jim S#m, 3am Szre 
A. Sone (Sane, Sane) Tet va 
I, dy, dé, Fon Sy, dé, Fon 
P.N.A. va 
G Sara, Sra 
D.L vam, Sam 
S.N. és Sis Séos (ios) 
G Sis(s)es, Sys(s)es Sisse, Feosse (Fisre) 
D. dis(s)um, Sys(s)um, Seosum Zisse, Teosse (@isre) 
A. Sisne, Sysne dis vas 
I dys, Tis 
P.N.A. Sas 
G. Yissa, Seossa (Tissera) 
Der Sis(s)um, Sys(s)um, Seos(s)um 


The Demonstrative ilea, the same, is generally declined 
like a weak adjective; self (seolf, silf, sylf), self, is both 
strong and weak in its declension. 


RELATIVE PRONOUNS. (8. § 340.) 


78. There is no inflected Relative Pronoun. This 
want is supplied by the use of the Relative Particle Se, 
used either alone or in combination with the weaker 
demonstrative sé, Sat, séo (and sometimes in combina- 
tion with-a Personal Pronoun), and by we relative use 
of this demonstrative. 


INFLECTION: DECLENSION. xlty 


INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS. (S. §§ 341, 342.) 


79. Theme: masc., hwa, who? neut., hweet, what? 


§8.N. hwa hwet 
G. hwes hwzs 
D. hw#m, hwam hw#m,hwam —_~ 
A. hwone (hwane, hwene) hwet a 
I. hwi, hwy, hwon (hwan) hwi, hwy, hwon (hwan) 


hweeder, which of two? hwile (hwyle, hwelc), which? 
and hilic, ef what sort? follow the strong declension of 
adjectives. 


INDEFINITE PRONOUNS. (S. §§ 343-349.) 


80. (1) The Indefinites #le, each; ain, a, an; nig, 
any; nnig (< ne + nig), none; oder, other; sum, 
certain; swile, such, are declined like strong adjectives. 


Note.— The nom. sg. mgn (man) is used as an indefinite, one. 


(2) The Interrogatives hw&, hwevder and hwile are 
often used as Indefinites. They are also made indefinite 
by the use of swa, so: sw& hwa swa, who(so)ever; swe 
hweder swa, which(so)ever of two; swa hwile swa, 
who(so)ever. Moreover, the Interrogatives in compo- 
sition yield many Indefinites: &hwa, any one; ahweet. 
anything; x®ghwa, zthwa, gehwa, each, every; ahwee- 
Jer (Ghwevder, Awder, Owser, aver, oder); KSShweevder 
(#gvder, Ader), either, each. nahweeder, neither; %g- 
hwile, gehwile, each; sgmhwyle, some one. With the 
indeclinable -hwega (-hwegu, -hwuga, -u, etc.) as the 
second member of the compound: hwzethwega, some- 
thing; hwilchwega, any one ,; and zethwega, somewhat. 

(3) Other substantival indefinites are: awiht (Awuht, 
auht, abt; Gwiht, Swuht, Sbt), anything; nawiht 
(nauht, naht, nodht, etc.) and nanwuht, nothing. 
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CONJUGATION. 
GENERAL CLASSIFICATION OF VERBS. 


$1. (1) The two comprehensive classes of verbs are: 
(1) Strong Verbs, (a) those which form the Principal 
Parts with a variation of the radical vowel (Adlaut), 
and (6) those which have Reduplicating Preterits; and 
(2) Weak Verbs, those which (without ablaut) form the 
_ Preterit and Past Participle in d (t). 

(2) The Principal Parts of a verb are the Infinitive 
(which contains that form of the radical yowel which is 
employed in the entire system of the present tense), the 
Preterit Singular (and, in the case of Strong Verbs, the 
Preterit Plural), and the Past Participle. Thus, 


drifan, to drive ; draf, drifon; (ge)drifen.¥ 
déman, to judge ; démde ; (ge) démed. 


CLASSIFICATION OF STRONG VERBS. 
(2) ABLAUT VERBS.  (S. §§ 379-392.) 
82. Ablaut verbs are divided into six classes, in 
accordance with the principal variations in ablaut 


(which are due in part to differences in character of 
the final consonants of the radical syllable). 


83. (1) Class I.— Vowels: 1; 4, i; i.— (Germanic 
ei>1I; ai,i; i). Thus, 
(a) bidan, bide ; bad, bidon; (ge) biden, 
bitan, bite ; bat, biton; (ge) biten, gf 


INFLECTION: CONJUGATION. li 


glidan, glide ; glad, glidon; (ge)gliden. a 
ridan, ride ; rad, ridon; (ge)riden.” 
risan, rise ; ras, rison; (ge)risen. 
writan, write ; wrat, writon; (ge) writen. 
(6) snidan, cut ; snad, snidon; (ge)snidens® I 
4 (c) Béon (18,N.2), thrive; Sah, Sigon; (ge) Sigen. | 


(2) In snidan and déon (< *dihan, 18, Note 2) 
medial 3 and h of the first two parts are changed 
into d and g in the pret. pl. and pp. (past participle). 
This change from 9 to d, h to g, also (in other classes 
of verbs) from h to w (g) (< hw — gw) and s to r, is 
called Grammatical Change (S. §§ 283-234). 


Note 1.— Grammatical Change (only partially preserved) is due to 
an original (proto-Germanic) difference of accent, according to which 
the pret. pl. and the pp. were accented on the final syllable (Verner’s 
Law). 

Norse 2.—The weak verb rignan > rinan (16), to rain, pret. rinde, 
has also a preterit ran (cf. frignan > frinan, 85, Note 3). 


(3) To the contract verb déon is to be added léon, 
to lend; séon, to strain, sift; téon, to censure; wreéon, 
to cover. The accidental agreement in the present 
between these verbs and the contract verbs of Class II 
has resulted in the production of double forms in the 
other tenses. Thus, 
téon ; tah (téah), tigon (tugon); tigen (togen).t 
Séon ; Sah, Sigon (Sugon) ; Sigen (Sogen). 
wréon; wrah (wréah), wrigon (wrugon); wrigen (wrogen).¢3 

Nore 3.—*%éon has also forms according to Class III, such as 
pret. pl. ofer-Sungon; pp. ofer-Sungen; pp. (adj.) ge-Sungen, 
grown, excellent, etc. These are traces of the original form 
*Senhan > *dihan (18, Note 2). 


Nore 4,—The prefix ge- is not always used with the past parti- 
ciple. Hereafter it will be omitted in giving principal parts. 
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84. Class II.— Vowels: €0 (ai); éa, u; o.— (Germ. 
eu (a); au,u; u). Thus, 


(a) béodan, command;  béad, budon; boden. 
cléofan, cleave ; cléaf, clufon ; clofen. 
af créopan, creep ; créap, crupon ; cropen. 
dréogan, endure ; dréag, drugon ; drogen. 
fléogan, jly ; fléag, flugon ; flogen. 
(b) briican, enjoy ; bréac, brucon ; brocen. 
¥ bigan, bow; béag, bugon ; bogen. 
oH difan, dive; déaf, dufon ; dofen. 
(c) céosan, choose ; céas, curon (83,2);  coren. 
fréosan, freeze ; fréas, fruron ; froren. 
hréosan, fall ; hréas, hruron ; hroren. 
(for)léosan, lose ; léas, luron ; loren. 
Y séodan, seethe ; séad, sudon; soden. 


(d) fléon (18,N.2), flee; fléah, flugon ; flogen. 
téon, draw; téah, tugon ; togen. 


85. Class III.— Vowels: e (i, eo); 2 (9, ea), u; 
u (0).— (Germ. e (> i before nasal + cons.); a, u; 
u (o)). The verbs of this class are best considered 
in three divisions. ; 

(1) Verbs with a nasal + consonant after the radical 
vowel. Thus, 


 bindan, bind; bend (8), bundon; bunden. 

wp drincan, drink ; drenc, druncon ; druncen. 
findan, Jind; fond, fundon ; funden. 

.f (on)ginnan, begin ; gen(n), gunnon; gunnen. 
grindan, grind ; grond, grundon; grunden. 

a singan, sing; song, sungon ; sungen. 

,/ swimmam, swim ; swom(m), swummon ; swummen. 


Nore 1.—The verb rinnan, to run, rgn(nm), runnon, runnen, is 
more commonly used with metathesis in the first two parts: irman 
(ierman, yrnan), ern (arn).— There is also metathesis in beornan 
(= Goth, brinnan), to burn, bren(n) (bern, barn, bearn), burnon, 
burnen. ¢ 
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(2) Verbs with 1 + consonant after the radical vowel. 
Thus, 


(a) helpan (9, b), help ; healp (9, a), hulpon ; holpen.*” 
belgan, be angry ; bealg, bulgon; bolgen. 
delfan, delve ; dealf, dulfon ; dolfen. 
meltan, melt ; mealt, multon ; molten. 
swelgan, swallow ; swealg, swulgon ; swolgen 
swellan, swell ; sweal(i), swullon; swollen. 
sweltan, die ; swealt, swulton; swolten. af 

(6) gieldan (10, c), yield ; geald, guldon; golden. 
giellan, yell ; geal(l), gullon ; gollen. «~ 
gielpan, boast ; gealp, gulpon; golpen. 

(c) féolan, reach ; fealh, fulgon (83, 2); folgen. g 


Norse 2.— féolan < *feolhan (9, 0) (= Goth. filhan); there is 


1 t. pl. f#lon and a pp. folen according to Class IV. 
also a pret. pl. f¥lon and a pp g OOD: 


(3) Verbs with r or h + consonant after the radical 
vowel. Thus, 


(a) feohtan (9, b), fight ; feaht (9, a), fuhton ; fohten.— 
beorgan, protect ; bearg, burgon ; borgen. .@ 
ceorfan, carve ; cearf, curfon ; corfen. 
deorfan, /abor ; dearf, durfon ; dorfen. 
smeortan, smart ; smeart, smurton ; smorten., 4“ 


(b) ects 19) \, turn; hwearf, hwurfon ; hworfen.” 
wurfan, 
Ercan) , cast ; wearp, wurpon; worpen. & 
(c) weorSan b ? a nvurdon worden 
(wurfian, 19) J” ecome ; wears, (83, 2); en, .f 


(4) Certain remaining verbs of this class are best 
considered together. 


bregdan ig brandish { bregd brugdon brogden 
(brédan, 16) (br#d), (bridon); (broden). 

stregdan stregd strugdon {strogden ——oO 
(strédan) \ (str#@a), \ (stridon); | (stroden), 

berstan, burst ; beerst, burston ; borsten, ~~ / 


, strew ; 
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VU Serscan, thresh ; Serse, Surscon ; Sorscen. 
frignan , inquire ; fregn frugnon j frugnen 
(frinan, 16) (fran), | (friinon); | (frainen). 
murnan, mourn ; mearn, murnon. 
3 spurnan 
6— Af isperaany I? spurn ; spearn, spurnon. 


Norse 3.—stregdan has also become a weak verb.— By the loss 
of g and the compensative lengthening of the radical vowel frignan 
becomes frinan (16), and being thus attracted to Class I, yields the 
preterit fran. There is also occasionally assimilation of g to n result- 
ing in frinnan, pret. pl. frunnon, etc. The metathesis of n appears 
in pret. sg. freng, pret. pl. frumgon. Other forms are: pret. pl. 
frugon; pp. gefrugen, gefregen, gefregen and gefrigen (cf. 87, 
Note). 


86. Class IV.— Vowels: e; x, ®; o (u).—(Germ. 
e; a,6; o0(u)). In this class the radical vowel is fol- 
lowed by a single liquid or nasal (1, r,m). Thus, 


(a) beran, bear; ber (7), bé&ron; boren. »/ 
ewelan, die ; cwel, ewe#lon ; ewolen. 
helan, conceal , hel, h&lon ; holen. 

# stelan, steal . steel, stlon ; stolen. 
teran, lear ; ter, tron ; toren. 

(5) brecan, break ; brec, br&con; brocen. 

| 
“~y’(c) scieran (10), shear scear, scéaron ; scoren. 
i 
om nomon 
\.4(d@) niman, take ; = numen.,/ 
Ww ) : , (nam), \ (namon); 7°" 
= cumen 
cuman, come ; c(w)dOm, c(w)dmon; 
y, , come ; (w)3m, ¢(w)dmon; | ren en), 


Notr. — In brecan the r precedes the radical vowel; it should 
therefore be found in Class V (cf. sprecan).—niman has changed 
e to 1 before m, and the u of cuman is exceptional. The preterits of 
these two verbs are also exceptional in having 6 (< & before a nasal) 
in the pl., which has also been transferred into the sing. The LWS 
forms are usually nam, namon, com, cOmon, 
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87. Class V.— Vowels: e (i); #, ®; e.— (Germ. 
e (i); a, 6; e). The radical vowel is followed by a 


single consonant (except a liquid or nasal; cf. Class 
EY). ="Ehus; 


(a) metan, measure ; meet(7), mzton ; meten. 
drepan, strike ; drzxp, drzpon; drepen 
(dropen). 
lesan, collect ; les, 1#son ; lesen. «~ 
(ge)nesan, recover; nes, nson ; nesen. 

{ sprecan, speak ; sprec, sprzcon; sprecen. 
specan (LWS); spzc, spzcon; specen. 
tredan, tread ; tred, trzdon; treden. 

3 wegon 
wegan, carry ; weg, kaon: wegen. 
(bd) etan, eat ; xt, ton ; eten. 
fretan, devour ; frxt, frx#ton ; freten. 
(c) cweSan, say ; cwed, cwdon (83,2); cweden.i” 
(d) giefan (10), give ; geaf, géafon ; giefen. i” 
gietan, get; geat, géaton; gieten. 
(e) (ge)feon rejoice ; gefeah  , efsgon (83,2); (adj fegen 
(18,N.2) , “) ? (9, a), & g' D ¢ , )5 ( j.) ge Ze 0 
pléon, risk ; pleah. ki; 
séon, see; seah, { sawon (83,2); { sewen (sawen). Se 
s#gon ; segen: Vv 


(f) Several presents are formed in -jan. In Ger- 
manic the radical vowel e, when thus followed by -j, 
became i (cf. 13, Note); and the final radical conso- 
nant is geminated (11). Thus, 


Diddan (= eed ped, bé&don; beden= 
bidjan), bid ; 

licg(e)an, lie ; leg, l#gon (ligon); legen. re 

sittan, sit ; seet, szton ; seten.~>— 

fricg(e)an, inquire ; frigen. 


Bicg(e)an, take ; Seah (Sah). 


Norz. — The quantity of ®t and fr®Bt are exceptional. — Verbs in 
g may have a in the pret. pl. (ld4gan, wigon).— fricg(e)an does 
4 
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not occur in the pret. The pp. frigen may belong to frignan (cf. 85, 
Note 3). — Sicg(e)an has also weak preterits Sigede and Sigde. 


88. Class VI.— Vowels: a; 6, 6- 


6,5; a). Thus, 


(ay faran, go ; 
bacan, bake ; 
dragan, draw ; 
—y galan, sing ; 
grafan, grave ; 
hladan, load ; 
qi sacan, contend ; 
“ stondan, stand ; 
— ovtwadan, go; 
[weenan], awake ; 


(10, N. 1) 


sc(e)afan, shave ; 


(d) “Ox shake, 


(c) spgnan, entice ; 
JZ weaxan (9), grow; 


(ad) fléan (18, N. 2), flay ; 


léan, blame; 


sléan, strike ; 


=O 


f Swéan, wash ; 


hasten ; 


for, 
boc, 
drog, 
gol, 
grof, 
hlod, 
soc, 
stod, 
wod, 
woc, 
scoc, 
| scéoc, 

scof, 


{ spon 


(spéon), 


{ (wx) 


weox, 
fldg (fidh), fldgon; 
ldg (1h), 


sldg (sloh), slégon; 


| Swog 


| (8 woh), 


a.— (Germ. a; 


foron ; faren (feren). 
bocon; bacen. 
drogon ; dragen. 
golon; galen. 
grofon; graven. 
hiddon ; hladen. 
s0con ; sacen (s#cen). 
stodon ; stonden. 
wodon; waden. 
wocon. 
scocon. 
scéocen; { <a 
(sczecen), 
scofon ; se(e)afen. 
sponon 
(spéonon); oe 
(woxon) 
dk weaxen, 
weoxon; 
flagen. 
logon; f lagen (legen, 
legen). 
{ slagen (slegen, 
slegen). 
| Swagen 
Vwogon; (Swegen, 
Sweegen, 
Uwogen). 


* “(e) Presents in -jan (cf. $7, f): 


w# hebban (11), heave > 
hifehhan, laugh ; 
scedvdan, injure, 

Sinceaises (10, N. 1); 


hof, 


scéd, ° 


scéod, 


héfon ; hafen (hefen) 
hldgon (83, 2)" 
scdédon, 


sc@odon, 
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scop, scopon ; | 
, scepen 
scieppan (11), create ; |p (10, scéopon ; (sceapen). 
D ’ 
Yai , Step ; stop, stOpon ; stapen. ww 
sweri(ge)an Sware ; swor sworon ; aa Yt ) 
ONS )ras y ; : (sworen). « 


Nore 1.—In the pp. the vowel a is often changed to e or 2, — 
Weeenan is a weak present, which, in the absence of a strong form, is 
associated with the pret. woc. — sponan (LWS also spgnnan) has 
the additional pret. spéon, which is due to association with redupli- 
cating verbs (cf. sponnan, to span). — weaxan (weahsan) has 
adopted commonly the pret. of a reduplicating verb. 

Nore 2.— In fldg, log, slog, etc. (for fl0h, etc.), grammatical 
change (838, 2) has yielded to the influence of the pl.; the return to 
floh, etc., is due to the change of final g to h (16, N. ote). 

Nott 3.— Some of these verbs have also weak forms: hebban, 
pret. hefde, pp. hefod; sceddan, pret, scedede; swerian, swe- 
rede, etc. Ee 


(}) REDUPLICATING VERBS. (8. §§ 393-397.) 


89. (1) Reduplicating verbs originally formed the 
preterit by prefixing to the radical syllable a syllable 
of reduplication, which consisted of the initial radical 
consonant ++ e, the vowel of reduplication. A fusion 
of these two :syllables resulted in the surviving pret- 
erits. In a few instances there are indications of the 
mode of that fusion; e.g. pret. of hatan: *he-hat 
(= Goth. haihait) > *hé-hat > heht > hét; similarly 
leole, leort, reord, ondreord, occasional (Anglian) 
preterits of lacan, l#tan, r%dan, ondr#dan. " 

(2) Reduplicating verbs have the same resultant 
radical vowel in the entire preterit; and the radical 
vowel of the past participle is the same as that of the 
present. 
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90. Reduplicating verbs may be considered as form- 
ing two classes: (1) the épreterit class, and (2) the 
éo-preterit class. The radical vowels of the present are 
regarded in subdivisions of these classes. 

(1) &Preterit Class. 


(a) blendan (8), blend;  blénd, bléndon ; blonden. 
) hatan, call ; heht, hét, héton; haten. ~~ 
lacan, leap ; (leole) léc, lécon; lacen. © 
ee separate, sced, scédon ; scaden. 
scéadan (10, N.1); scéad, scéadon ; scéaden. 


Norr 1.— The verb hatan has other forms of special importance : 
(ic) hatte, I am called (named, ‘hight’) is the sole relic of a medio- 
passive conjugation, and corresponds to Goth. haitada; the corre- 
sponding pl. hatton has the common weak pret. form. As to tense 
hatte, hatton are used both as presents and as preterits, and the 
infinitive hatan is also used with this passive sense. 


(c) (on)drdan, fear ; Smarts drédon ; dr&den. 
? 
»f 1&tan, let ; (leort) let, 1léton; 1#ten. 
af F¥dan, counsel ; (reord) réd, rédon; rden. 
sl#pan ¥ on = x { slpen. 
(slapan) J’ sleen ; alep, ee ag (slapen). 


Nort 2.—(on)dr&#dan and sl#®pan occasionally have the pret. 
weak: ondr&dde, slépte, slapte, etc. —r#dan, on the other hand, 
is commonly conjugated as a weak verb: pret. rdde. 

Ae(d) fon (18, N.2), seize ; féng, féngon; fongen. 
hon, hang ; héng, héngon ; hongen. ,/ 


(2) &60-Preterit Class. 


(a) fealdan (9, a), fold ; féold, féoldon; fealden. 
¢ feallan, fall ; féoll, féollon ; feallen.# 
* healdan, hold ; héold, héoldon ; healden. 
wealcan, voll ; wéeolc, wéolcon ; wealcen. 
al wealdan, wield . wéold, wéeoldon ; wealden. 
weallan, well ; wéeoll, weéEollon ; weallen. 
¥ “88, N.1) \ ,grow;  weox, wéoxon; weaxen. «~ 


J (6) bennan, summon ; 
sponnan, ditack ; 


sonugan, go, 
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(bénn) béonn, -on; 
(sp€nn)spéonn, -on; 
(geng) geong, = -on; 


lix 


bonnen: <P 
spennen. 
gongen. &” 


Nore 8.— gengan is very irregular; there is an inf: gengan, pret. 
géng and gengde; also gang. The most commonly used pret. éode 


belongs to gan (106, 4). 


(¢) 


béatan, beat ; 


* héawan, hew; 


(d) 


hléapan, leap ; 


(a)hnéapan, pluck ; 
blotan, sacrijice ; 


hropan, shout ; 


hwopan, threaten ; 


blowan, bloom ; 
fidwan, jlow ; 
growan, grow; 
rowan, row ; 


spowan, succeed ; 


hwésan, wheeze ; 


wepan, weep ; 


(f) blawan, blow; 


cnawan. know ; 
crawan, crow; 
sawan, sow; 
swapan, sweep ; 


béot, 
héow, 
hiéop, 
hné€op, 


bléot, 
hréop, 
hweop, 
bléow, 
fléow, 
greow, 
réow, 
spéow, 


(e) jan-presents (cf. 87, f): 


hwé€os, 
Wweop, 


bléow, 
cneéow, 
créow, 
se€ow, 

SWweEoOD. 


béoton ; 
héowon ; 
hléopon; 
hn€oporn ; 


bléoton ; 
hréopon ; 
hweopon; 
blé€owon ; 
fl€owon ; 
greowon; 
réowon; 
speowon; 


hwé€oson ; 
weopon ; 

bléowon ; 
cneoworn; 
creéowon ; 
seowon ; 

sweopon; 


beaten. #” 
heawen. 
hleapen. 
hneapen. 


bloten. ae 
hropen. 
hwopen. ee 
blowen. 
flowen. 
growen. 
rowen. 
spowen. &* 


hwéosen. 
wopen. &., 


blawen. 
cnawer. 
crawen. 
sawen. (” 
SWADEN, ‘rrwrnel! 


Vv 
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CONJUGATION OF STRONG VERBS. (5S. §§ 350-378.) 


91. Themes: Ablaut verbs, singan, to sing; beran, 
to bear. — Reduplicating verb, heas:dan, to hold. 


PRESENT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. singe bere 
2. singest bir(e)st 
3. singed bir(e)d 
Plur. 1-3. singad berad 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. singe bere 
Plur. 1-3.  singep beren 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. sing ber 
Pur. singad berad 
Infinitive. singan beran 
Gerund. { t0 singanne beranne 
t (-enne, -onne) 
Pres. Part. singende berende 
PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. song beer 
2. sunge bre 
3. sgng ber 
Plur. 1-3.  sungon bron 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. sunge bre 
Plur. 1-8. sungen b#ren 
Past Part. (ge)sungen (ge) boren 


healde 
hieltst, healdest 
hielt, healt, healded 


healdad 


healde 
healdan 


heald 
healdaS 


healdan 
healdanne 


healdende 


héold 
héolde 
héold 


héoldon 


héolde 
héolden 


(ge)healden 


a 
L 
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92. Themes: Contracted presents (18, Note 2), s8on, 
to see; fn, to seize (reduplicating verb).— Presents in 
-jan, biddan, to did; licgan, to lie. 


Sing. 1. 


Plur. 1-3. 


Sing. 1-3. 
Plur. 1-3. 


Sing. 2. 
Plur. 2. 
Infinitive. 
Gerund. 
Pres. Part. 


Sing. 


ge 


Plur. 1-3. 


Sing. 1-3. 
Plur. 1-3. 


Past Part. 


sé0 
siehst 
siehd 


8605 


séo 
séon 


seoh 
sé0d 
séon 
to s€onne 


séonde 


seah 
sawe 
seah 
sawon 


sawe 
sawen 


(ge)sewen 


PRESENT. 
Indicacive. 
6 bidde 
bid(e)st 
féhst 
fe bitst 
= bided 
fehs 
y bit(t) 
£08 biddad 
Optative. 
fo bidde 
fon biddan 
Imperative. 
foh bide 
fod biddad 
fon biddan 
fonne biddanne 
fonde biddende 
PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
feng bed 
fenge bide 
feng bed 
fengon b#don 
Optative. 
fenge bade 
féngea biden 
(ge)fengen (ge)beden 


liege 


\ lig(e)st 


lig(e)S 
hv 
licgad 


licge 
licgen 


lige 
licgad 
licgan 
licganne 


licgende 


leg 
lege 
leg 
1l#gon 


lmége 
l#gen 


(ge)legen 
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93. (1) The personal endings of the verb exhibit 
some variations. The older ending of the 1 sg. pres. 
indic. is -u (-o), but its use is restricted even in EWS; 
the prevailing ending is -e (conforming to -est, -ed). 

The 2 sg. pres. indic. originally ended in -es (< *-is); 
the subjoined pronoun 3a contributed the addedt. In 
EWS -es is occasionally found, and sometimes the inter- 
mediate form -esd, but the common form is -est. 

The older ending of the pret. indic. pl. -un is used in 
EWS, but not as frequently as -on (an). In LWS the 
regular ending -on is often weakened to -an, -un, etc. 

For the opt. pl. ending -en, pres. and pret., -on and 
-an sometimes occur in EWS; but in LWS this ending 
-en is very commonly disguised under the weakened 
forms -on, -an, -un, etc. 

(2) When the pronominal subjects wé, we, gé, ye, are 
placed immediately after the verb, the verbal ending is 
often (not uniformly) reduced to -e. Originally this 
form was in all probability restricted to the adhortative 
optative; the -e would therefore represent a reduction 
of -en. But in the historic periods of West-Saxon the 
indic. pres. and pret. and the imperative (-ad and -on also 
giving way to -e) are found attracted into this usage. 

Thus, wé (gé) cwedad, but cwede we (gé); wa 
(gé) magon, but mage wé (gé); wé (gé) nimen, but 
nime wé (gé); wé (gé) cdmon (sdhton), but cdme 
(séhte) wé (gé). 

(8) The 2 sg. imperative of presents in -jan with 
short radical vowel have the ending -e, and simplify 
the geminated consonant (bide, lige). 


Norr. — The 2 sg. pret. of ablaut verbs has that form of the radical 
vowel which belongs to the pret. pl. and optative ; it is, presumably, an 
optative form transferred into the indicative (cf. 104, 2). 
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(4) The 2and 8 sg. pres. indic. have three special feat- 
ures: (1) The geminated consonants of presents in -jan 
are simplified: bidest, bided; ligest, liged. (2) The 
radical vowel is changed in a manner corresponding to 
the operation of umlaut. This process is therefore called 
umlaut, although it is older than the ordinary umlaut 
and includes the change of e into i. This umlaut is 
not uniformly operative; it is most regular in EWS. 
(3) The personal endings may be syncopated, that is, 
the e of -est, -ed may disappear; the consequent combi- 
nation of the final radical consonant and -st, -3 produces 
results the more common of which are the following: 

(a) 4+ st becomes tst: biddan, 0% bitst; stendan, 
da stentst. This coincides with t + st: bitan, du 
bitst; gietan, 3a gi(e)tst. 

(b) 3 + st becomes tst or st: snidan, di snitst; 
weordan, 0 wi(e)rst; cwedan, Si cwist. 

(c) g + st becomes (less frequently) hst: léogan, da 
li(e)hst; stigan, 00 stigst, stihst. And occasionally 
c + st becomes hst: sécan, dt séest, séhst; but briican, 
du brycst, etc. 

(2) d@ and t + 3 become t or tt: biddan, hé bidt, 
bit(t); bebéodan, hé bebiet(t); etan, he it(t) ; 
feohtan, hé fieht; hatan, he het. 

(ec) 8 + B becomes 0: cwedan, hé ewid; snidan, 
hé snid ; weordan, hé wierd. 

(f) s+ becomes st: céosan, hé ciest ; gehréosan, 
hé gehri(e)st; forléosan, he forli(e)st. 

(g) ¢ + 3 becomes (less frequently) hd: dréogan, 
hé dri(e)gd, dri(e)hd; leogan, he li(e)gd, li(e)hd. 
Occasionally ec + 3 becomes hd: sécan, hé sécd, sehd ; 
but Syncan, Syuncd, etc. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF WEAK VERBS. (S. § 398.) 


94. There are three classes of Weak Verbs: (1) the 
jo-class, (2) the 6-class, and (3) the ai-class. The Pret- 
erit and the Past Participleé of all classes are formed in 


d (t). 

Norse 1.—The formative and derivative -jo- (more strictly, -ejo-) 
is the same element which is employed in the presents of strong verbs 
in -jan. The verbs of the First Class may, therefore, with equal pro- 
priety, be called verbs in -jan. 

Note 2.— Most weak verbs are derivative. Thus, d6m, judgment, > 
déman (< *ddmian), to judge ; cd, adj., known, > cy8an (< *cud- 
ian), to make known; feorr, adv., far, > &-fierran (< *-feorrian), to 
remove ; tac(e)n, token, > tacnian (< *tacndjan), to betoken. 

Some weak verbs are the transitive (or causative) complements of 
corresponding intransitive strong verbs, the radical syllable of the weak 
verb corresponding to that of the pret. sg. of the’strong verb. Thus, 
licgan, to lie, pret. sg. leg, —leegan, to lay (< *legjan); sittan, to 
sit, pret. sg. seet, — settan, to set (< *setjam); cwelan, to die, pret. 
so. cweel, — cwellan, to kill (< *eweljan); risan, to rise, pret. sg. 
ras, —rran, to rear, raise (< *rarian; r<s); drincan, to drink, 
pret. sg. drgnc, — drencan, to drench (< *drencian). 


CONJUGATION OF THE FIRST CLASS OF WEAK VERBS. 
(S. §§ 409, 410.) 


95. Themes: fremman, to perform; herian, fo praise; 
déman, to judge; 1¥®dan, to lead. 


PRESENT. 


Indicative. 


Sing. 1. fremme herie déme l&de 
é 1l#d(e)st 
2. f t herest a t { 
hho ka eres ém(e)s apt 
3. fremed here’ dém(e)8 oe ladt, 


Plur, 1-8. fremmasd heriad déma’d 1édafS 
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Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. fremme herie déme 1#de 
Plur. 1-3. fremmen herien démen 1#den 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. freme here dém led 
Plur. 2. fremmad heriad démad 1ledad 
Infinitive. fremman herian déman l#dan 
Gerund. wedot ace h herianne démanne l#danne 
(-enne, -onne) 
Pres. Part. fremmende heriende démende Il#dende 
PRETERIT, 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. fremede herede démde l#dde 
2. fremedest heredest démdest l#ddest 
3. fremede herede démde 1#dde 
Plur. 1-3. fremedon heredon démdon 1#ddon 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-5. fremede herede démde 1l#dde 
Plur. 1-3. fremeden hereden démden 1#édden 
dé (ge) laded. 
Past Part. (ge)fremed (ge)hered (ge) émed { (ge)l@d(d) 


96. (1) The j (i) of the element -jo (which became 
-io- after a long radical syllable; cf. 11, Note 2) pro- 
duces umlaut of the radical vowel, and gemination of 
the final radical consonant, when single (except r), after 
a short radical vowel (11). 

Thus, fremman (<*fremjan); herian (<*herjan); 
déman (< *démian). 

(2) The geminated consonant is simplified in the 2 
and 3 sq. pres. indic., and in the 2 sg. imperative (ct. 
23, 8, 4): fremest, fremed, freme. 
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Verbs in r exhibit the various graphic substitutions 
for i (j) + a vowel (10, Note 3). Thus, herian, 
hergan, herigean, etc.; 1 sg. pres. indic. herie, herge, 
herige, etc. 

Nort 1.— In the 2 and 3 sg. pres. indic. syncope of the vowel of 


the personal ending is most frequent with verbs having a long radical 
syllable: dém(e)st, dém(e)3, etc. 


(8) The 2 sg. imperative ends in -e (with simplifica- 
tion of the geminated consonant), but when the radical 
syllable is long this ending disappears: freme, dém 
(cf. 93, 3). 

Nort 2.—In a few instances in EWS and somewhat oftener in 


LWS, the 2 sg. imperative ending -e is found after a long radical 
syllable: 1re, teach ; sende, send; hiere, hear. 


(4) An external agreement in some forms between 
verbs in r (like herian; nerian, to save; derian, to 
wnjure) and verbs of the Second Class, has gradually 
brought these verbs in r into more or less frequent and 
complete conformity with the conjugation of the Second 
Class. ‘Thus, 3 sg. pres. indic. dered and derad; pret. 
sg. nerede and nerode; styrian, to stir, pret. sg. styrede 
and styrode. 

This resultant double mode of conjugation has also been 
extended to other verbs. Thus, fremman and fremian, 
3 sg. pres. indic. fremed and fremad, pret. sg. fremede 
and fremode, pp. fremed and fremod; dwellan (98) 
and dwelian, to deceive; trymman and trymian, to con- 
jirm, etc. 
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FORMATION OF THE PRETERIT TENSE AND OF THE 
PAST PARTICIPLE. (S. §§ 401-408.) 


97. (1) Verbs with an originally short radical sylla- 
ble (i.e. those which admit of gemination of the final 
radical consonant and those in r; 11) have the pret. 
(sg.) in -ede and the pp. in -ed, with simplification of 
the geminated consonant and with umlaut of the radical 
vowel: fremede, (ge)fremed; herede, (ge)hered. 


Nore 1.—lecgan, to lay, is exceptional in having syncope of the 
middle vowel: pret. legde (léde, 1G), pp. legd (1éd). 

Nore 2.— Verbs in d@ or t syncopate the middle vowel and t+ d@ 
becomes tt: hreddan, to liberate, pret. hredde, pp. hred(d); tred- 
dan, to tread, pret. tredde, pp. tred(d); lettan, to hinder, pret. lette, 
pp. let(t); settan, to set, pret. sette, pp. set(t). In the uninflected 
form these participles sometimes retain the middle vowel: treded, 
seted, etc. 

So also verbs in the derivative -ettan (= -ettan; Goth. -atjan), 
like bliccettan, to lighten, gndettan, to confess, Onettan, to hasten, 
etc.: licettan, to pretend, pret. licette, pp. licet(t). 


(2) Verbs with an originally long radical syllable 
syncopate the middle vowel in the preterit (-ede > -de), 
and usually in the inflected forms of the past participle 
that have a vocalic case-ending. The radical vowel is 
umlauted: pret. démde, pp. démed, pl. demde. 


Nore 3.—The pp. of verbs in d or t. (cf. 97, Note 2) often synco- 
pate the middle vowel: 1#ded, 1#@d(d) ; hydan, to hide, pret. h¥dde, 
pp. hyded, hyd(d) ; métan, to meet, pret. métte, pp. méted, mét(t). 

When preceded by a consonant, d + d and tt (< t+ d) are simpli- 
fied: sendan, to send, pret. sende, pp. sended, send; wendan, fo turn, 
pret. wende, pp. wended, wend; heftan, to seize, pret. heefte, pp. 
hefted, heft; wéstan, to lay waste, pret. weste, pp. wested, wést. 

Nore 4,— Other phonetic changes resulting from the combination 
of a final radical consonant and the d of the pret. and pp. are the 
following : 

(a) After a voiceless consonant (c, p, t, ff, 88, x (=cs)), d becomes 
t: drencan, to drench, pret, drencte, pp. drenced, pl. drencte; hys- 
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pan, to revile, pret. hyspte; clyppan, to embrace, pret. clypte, pp. 
clypt; for verbs in t see the preceding Note; cyssan, to kiss, pret. 
cyste, pp. cyssed ; lixan, to shine, pret. lixte. 

Verbs in the derivative -l@c(e)an have the pret. and pp. in ct or 
ht: néal&can, to approach, pret. néal&cte, néalz#hte, pp. néal&ct, 
néalzht. This change of ct into ht is found occasionally in other 
verbs: lecan, to increase, pret. iecte, lehte, pp. leced, iect, ieht; 
Sryccan, to oppress, pret. Srycte, Sryhte, pp. Srycced. 

(b) 8 + d remains, or becomes dd: cydan, to make known, pret. 
cydde, cydde, pp. cyded, cyd(d); nédan, to venture, pret. neédde, 
nédde. 

(c) The usual pret. of nemnan, to name, is nemde, and of efnan, 
reefnan, to perform, efnde, refnde; but verbs in a consonant + n, I, 
r generally retain the n, 1, or r in the form of a syllable (me; el, le; 
er, re), and are thus attracted, particularly in LWS, into the Second 
Conjugation: pret. nemnode, efnede; pp. nemned, nemnod, pl. 
nemde, nemnede, nemnode; timbran (timbrian), to build, pret. 
timberde, timbrede, timbrode, pp. timbred, timbrod; dieglan, 
to conceal, pret. diegelde, dieglede, dieglode, etc. 

(d) In the pret. and pp. of verbs in rw and Iw the w sometimes 
disappears: gierwan, to prepare, pret. gierede, pp. gierwed, giered ; 
wielwan, to roll, pret. wielede, pp. wielwed. Many of these verbs 
(with or without the w in all forms) are attracted in LWS into the 
Second Conjugation: smierwan, to anoint, smyrian; pret. smyrode, 
pp. smyrod ; wielwan (wylwian, wylian). 


VERBS WITHOUT THE MIDDLE VOWEL. 6. § 407.) 


98. In the verbs of the following group the middle 
vowel e (<i) was never present. These verbs have 
therefore two special features: (1) The lack of umlaut 
in the preterit and in the past participle; and (2) the 
(Germanic) change of o1ivinal ¢ and g + d into ht. 

Thus, eweee(e)an (10. Note 2), to shake, <*eweecjan 
(11), pret. cweahte < *cweehte (9, a); séc(e)an, to 
seek, < *sdcian, pret. sdhte; Jenc(e)an, to think, < 
*Joncian (8), pret. J6hte < *Jgnhte; Jynec(e)an, to 
seem, pret. Jihte < *Sunhte, 
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Nore 1.— 6hte and Vihte illustrate the Germanic disappearance 
of n before the voiceless spirant h, with compensatory lengthening of 
the preceding vowel (cf. 8, Note). 


The group is as follows: 


ewellan, Kill ; ewealde ; (ge) cweald. 
dwelian, deceive ; dwealde ; (ge)dweald. 
sellan, give ; sealde ; (ge)seald. 
stellan, place ; stealde ; (ge)steald. 
tellan, count ; tealde ; (ge)teald. 

eae cweahte ; (ge)cweaht. 
ewecc(e)an, shake ; { mente, (coerene 
drece(e)an, vex ; dreahte, (e); (ge)dreaht, (e). 
lecc(e)an, moisten ; leahte, (e); (ge)leaht, (e). 


(ge)reaht, (e). 
(ge)streaht, (e). 


reahte, (e); 
streahte, (e) ; 


rece(e)an, expound ; 
strecc(e)an, stretch ; 


Secc(e)an, cover ; Seahte, (e); (ge)deaht, (e) 
weec(e)an, wake ; weahte, (e) ; (ge) weaht, (@). 
lece(e)an, seize ; lehte ; (ge)leeht. 
bep&c(e)an, deceive; bepzhte; bepz#ht. 
riec(e)an, reach ; raehte ; (ge)réht. 
t#c(e)an, teach ; t&hte ; (ge) t#ht. 
réc(e)an » reck ; rohte. 

rece(e)an 

séc(e)an, seek ; sohte ; (ge)soht. 
Senc(e)an, think ; Sohte ; (ge) doht. 
Sync(e)an, seem; Sihte ; (ge) duht. 
wyre(e)an, work ; worhte ; (ge) worht. 
bycg(e)an, buy ; bohte ; (ge) boht. 
prngas es bring ; brohte ; gebroht. 
brengan 


Note 2.—In LWS dwellan has also the forms dwelian, pret. 
awelede, dwelode, pp. dweled, dwelod (96, 4). A trace of an 
ablaut verb dwelan is found in the pret. d(w)zl. The pp. of tellan 
also appears as teled, and sellan is in LWS usually syllan. 

Nore 3.—In LWS wece(e)an often becomes wrecc(e)an. A 
difference of origin, apparently, underlies réc(e)an (< *yOcian) and 
rece(e)an (< *racjan) ; s0, too, bringan and brengan. A trace of 
an ablaut verb is the pp. brungeun. 

Nore 4.—In bep&c(e)an, r&c(e)an, and t&éc(e)an the umlauted 
yowel of the present has been transferred to the pret. and pp. The 
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more correct forms, raht(e) and taht(e), occur occasionally in both 
EWS and LWS. 

Norse 5.—In LWS metathesis occasionally takes place in the pret. 
and pp. of wyre(e)an: wrohte, wroht; and forwyrhte, forwyrht 
(with the vowel of the present) occur. 

Norse 6.— Occasionally in EWS and almost always in LWS the 
ea before ht in the pret. and pp. of verbs in e becomes e; this is 
either by transference of the vowel of the present, or (less proba- 
bly) by palatal-umlaut (15, Note 1): cwehte, (ge)cweht; drehte, 
(ge)dreht, etc. 


THE SECOND CLASS OF WEAK VERBS. (S. §§ 411-414.) 


99. The class-suffix of verbs of the Second Con- 
jugation is -6 (94); by the addition of -jan the full 
(infinitive) ending became *-djan, and this became -ian. 
Because of the original 6, the class-suffix in the form i 
does not occasion umlaut or any other change that might 
be wrought by an original i (cf. 7, Note); on the other 
hand, the class-suffix may cause u-o-umlaut (14): clip- 
ian, cliopian, to cry out; hlinian, hlionian, to lean, etc. 

Nore 1.— Umlaut appearing in a verb of this class is due either to 
transference from the First Class (96, 4; 97, Note 4, c), or to the 
word from which the verb is derived: endian, to end [ende, end]; 
cl&nsian, to cleanse [cl&ne, adj. jo-stem, clean]. 

Norge 2.—In metrical usage the class-suffix has a secondary stress 
(5, Note). 


CONJUGATION OF THE SECOND CLASS OF WEAK VERBS. 


100. Themes: bodian, to proclaim; sméag(e)an, to 
consider. 


PRESENT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. bodie, (-ige) sméage 
2. bodast sméast 
3 boda’ sméad 


Plur. 1-3, bodiav¥, (-ig(e)a¥) sméag(e)ad 
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Optative. 
Sing. 1-8. bodie, (-ige) sméage 
Plur. 1-8. bodien, (-igen) sméagen 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. boda sméa 
Plur. 2. bodia’, (-ig(e)ad) sméag(e)ad' 
Infinitive. Dbodian, (-ig(e)an) sméag(e)an, (sméan) 


bodianne, (-ig(e)anne, 


Gerund. é 
un SG Sey sméag(e)anne 
Pres. Part. bodiende, (-igende) sméagende 
PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. bodode, (-ade, -ude) sméade 
2. bododest sméadest 
3. bodode sméade 
Plur. 1-8. bododon, (-edon) sméadon 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. bodode, (-ade, -ude) sméade 
Plur. 1-3. bododen (-edon) sméaden 
Past Part. (ge)bodod, (-ad, -ud) (ge)sméad 


Nore 1.—In these verbs the graphic substitutions for ie, ia are 


common (10, Note 3). 
Notre 2.— The variant forms of the class-vowel o of the pret. are 


a,u; less frequently e, except in the pl., where e shares the preference 


equally with o. 

Notr 3.—triwian, to trust (originally of the Third Class), and 
Séowian, to serve, sometimes syncopate the middle vowel in the 
preterit: triiwde, Seowde ; with loss of the w, Séode (Sétodde). 


101. sméag(e)an (< *sméahdjan < *smauhdjan) 
represents a small number of contract verbs: féog(e)an 
(<*fidjan), to hate; fréog(e)an (< *fridjan), to love, 

5 
5 
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to free; scdg(e)an (< *scdhdjan), to shoe; twéog(e)an 
(< *twehdjan), to doubt; Sréag(e)an, to rebuke; *téo- 
g(e)an (pret. téode), to arrange; and apparently bé- 
g(e)an (3 sg. bdd), to boast. 


THE THIRD CLASS OF WEAK VERBS. ‘S. §§ 415, 416.) 


102. Weak verbs of the Third Class, of which the 
original class-suffix was -ai (94), are few in number, 
and these retain only in part the features of the original 
conjugation. 


CONJUGATION OF THE THIRD CLASS OF WEAK VERBS. 


103. Themes: habban, to have; libban, to live; 
secg(e)an, to say. 


PRESENT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. heebbe libbe, lifge 
2. hafast, hefst liofast (14), lifast 
3. hafad, heft \ liofad, lifad 
Plur. 1-8. habbad, habbad libbad, lif(i)g(e)ad, lifiad 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. heshbe libbe, lifi(g)e 
Plor. 1-38. hebben libben, lifi(g)én 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. hafa liofa 
Plar. 2. habbad libbad, Hf(Dg(e)at 
Infinitive. habban f libban, lif()g(e)an, lifian, 
liofian 
Gerund, habbanne, (-enne,-onne) libbanne, lif(i)(g)enne 


Pres. Part. hebbende libbende, lif(i)(g)eade 
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PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. hzefde lifde, liofode 
2. heefdest lifdest, liofodest 
3. hefde lifde, Hofode 
Plur. 1-3. hefdon 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. hefde lifde, liofode 
Plur. 1-3. hefden lifden, liofoden 
Past Part. (ge)hefd (ge)lifd, (,e)Hofod 


Nore. — habban with the negative adverb me prefixed becomes 
nebban. 


PRESENT. PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. secge segde, sede (16) 
2. sagast, segst, segst seegdest, s#dest 
3. sagad, seg(e)5, seg(e)st segde, sede 
Plur. 1-3. seceg(e)ad segdon, s#don 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. secge segde, ssde 
Plur. 1-5.  secgen segden, s#den 
Imperative. 
Sing. 2. saga, sege 
Plur, 2. secg(e)ad 
Infinitive.  secg(e)an Past Part. (ge)s#gd, (ge)s#d 
oping: f secg(e)anne, (-onne, 


secgenne) 
Pres. Part. secgende 


104. Traces of this conjugation are left in fylg(e)an, 
to follow, pret. fylgde, and hycg(e)an, to think, pret. 
hogde; but these verbs have besides conformed com- 
pletely to the Second Conjugation: folgian, folgode; 
hogian, hogode. 


x 
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PRETERITIVE PRESENT VERBS.  (S. §§ 417-425.) 


105. (1) There are some verbs which, in all the 
Germanic languages, employ in the present exclusively 
(indicative and Optative) forms of original ablaut pret- 
erits (the original presents being lost). Accordingly 
they are called preteritive present verbs. 

The other parts of the system of present forms, 
namely, the Imperative, the Infinitive, the Gerund, and 
the Present Participle, are based upon the indicative 
plural of these preteritive presents. Upon the basis 
of the same form of the radical syllable, the conjuga- 
tion of the tenses is made complete by weak preterits 
in d (t); whereas the Past Participles (so far as they 
occur) are in -en, as with Strong verbs. 

(2) These verbs are special in retaining some feat- 
ures of the more primitive conjugation of ablaut verbs : 
(a) the 2 sg. of the preteritive present is in t or st, 
without change of the radical syllable (cf. 93, Note); 
(6) there is a partial survival of the umlauted optative : 
dyge, duge; Syrfe, Jurfe. On the other hand, the 
influence of the regular conjugation has occasioned such 
forms as pl. (ge)munad ; 2 pl. imperative witad. 


106. The preteritive present verbs are classified in 
accordance with their relation to the ablaut verbs: 

(1) Class I.— (a) Infinitive, witan (wietan; wiotan, 
weotan; 14), to know. 


PRESENT. PRETERIT. 
Indicative sg. 1, wit wi(e)ste, wisse 
2. wast 
3. wat wi(e)ste, wisse 


pl. 1-8. wi(e)ten, wioton (14) wi(e)ston, wisson 
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PRESENT. PRETERIT. 
Optative sg. wi(e)te; pl.-en wi(e)ste, wisse; pl.-en 
Imperative sg.2. wite Past Part. (ge)wi(e)ten 
pl.2. witad 
Genial ee ee wiotonne, 
(-enne, etc.) 
Pres. Part. witende 


Nore 1.—nytan (< ne + witan), not to know, pres. indic. sg. nat, 
nist, nat, pl. nyton, has uniformly y, for i (ie, io, eo), in the radical 
syllable. 


X (6) Infinitive, gan, to possess. 


Pres. Part., agende. 
Indicative., pres., sg. 1. 3. ah (Ag), 2. Ahst; pl. Agon. 
Optative, pres., Age, etc. Imperative, age. 
Preterit, ahte, etc. Past Part., adj., igen, gen, own. 
Notr 2.—In the present the radical vowel of the singular has been 
transferred to the plural (agon, for *igon), hence the uniformity of 


the radical vowel (infinitive igan, pret. ahte, etc.). The negative 
theme is nigan (< ne + gan), not to possess. 


(2) Class II. — Infinitive. dugan, to avail. 


Pres. Part., dugende. 

Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 3. déah (déag); pl. dugon. 
Optative, pres., dyge (105, 2), duge, etc. 

Preterit, dohte, etc. 


(8) Class III. — (a) Infinitive, unnan, to grant. 


Pres. Part., unnende. 

Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 3. gn(m), an(n); pl. unnon. 
Optative, pres., unne, etc. Imperative, unne. 
Preterit, ide, etc. Past Part., (ge)unnen 
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xX (6) Infinitive, cunnan, to know, can. 
Indicative, pres., sg. 1.3. cgn(n), can(n), 2. const; pl. cunnon. 
Optative, pres., cunne, etc. 
Preterit, ci8e, etc. Past Part., (ge)cunnen; adj., cid, known, 


x Ce) Infinitive, Turfan, to need. 


Pres. Part., Searfende. 

Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 3. Searf, 2. Searft; pl. Surfon. 
Optative, pres., Syrfe (105, 2), Surfe, etc. 

Preterit, Sorfte, etc. 


X (d) Infinitive, durran, to dare. 
Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 3. dear(r), 2. dearst; pl. durron. 
Optative, pres., dyrre (105, 2), durre, etc. 
Preterit, dorste, etc. 


X (4) Class IV.—(a) Infinitive, sculon, sceolan, shall. 
Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 3. sceal, 2. scealt; pl. seulon, sceolon. 
Optative, pres., scyle, sci(e)le (105, 2), seule, sceole, etc. 
Preterit, sceolde, scolde, etc. 


(0) Infinitive, munan, to be mindful of. 


Pres. Part., munende. 


Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 8. men, man, 2. menst; { pl. munon, 


: munad. 
Optative, pres., myne (105, 2), mune, etc. 
Imperative, myn(e), mun(e); pl. munad. 
Preterit, munde, etc. Past Part., (ge)munen. 


x (5) Class V.— (a) Infinitive, magan, may, to be able. 


{ pl. magon, 


Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 3. mg, 2. meaht, miht; 
mezgon. 


Optative, pres., mzege, mage, etc. 
Preterit, meahte (meehte, mehte), mihte, etc. 


Norr 3,— The preteritive present sg. mag, pl. magon, belonged, 
in its primitive form, “még, *magumé, to Class VI. In this instance 
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the radical vowel of the plural was extended to the singular; associa- 
tion with cann may also have favored the transformation of *még. 


(6) Infinitive, (ge-, be-)nugan, to suffice. 
Indicative, pres., sg. 3. neah (impersonal); pl. nugon. 


Optative, pres., nuge, etc. 
Preterit, nohte, etc. 


v (6) Class VI. — Infinitive, motan, may. 
Indicative, pres., sg. 1. 3. mot, 2. most; pl. méton. 
Optative, pres., mote, etc. 

Preterit, moste, etc. 


CONJUGATION OF SPECIAL VERBS.  (S. §§ 426-430.) 


107. Themes: (1) béon (wesan), to be; (2) willan, 
to will; (8) don, to do; (4) gan, to go. 


(1) PRESENT. PRETERIT?. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. eom béom (biom) wes 
2. eart bist were 
3. is bis wes 
sind, si(e)nt 
Plur. 1-3. + si(e)ndon, -un béo8 (bios) wron 
| siondon, -un 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-8. sie (si, sig, s¥), si0 (S60) béo (bio) wire 
Plur. 1-3. sien (sin, s¥n) béon (bion) wren 


Imperative. 2 8g. béo, wes ; 2 pl. béo®, wesad 

Infinitive. béon (bion), wesan 

Gerund. béonne (bionne) 

Pres. Part. béonde, wesende 

Norx 1.— Negative forms are neom (< ne + eom), nis (< ne + is); 
nes (< ne + wes), n&re, n&ron, etc. — was, bas appear to be 
unaccented forms. 
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Nort 2.— Some of the special features of the substantive verb are; 
(a) the employment of different radicals; (b) traces of non-thematic 
conjugation, such as m for the ending of the 1 sg. pres. indic. (eom, 
béom); (c) the ending -on (-un) of the pres. indic. pl. (sindon, etc.), 
which is due to the influence of the preteritive presents. 


(2) PRESENT. PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. - wille (wielle), wile wolde 
2. wilt woldest 
3. wille (wielle), wile wolde 
Plur. 1-3. willad (wiellad) woldon 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. -wille (wielle), wile wolde 
Plur. 1-3. -willen (wiellen) wolden 


Imperative. (only with negative) 2 pl. nyllad, nellad 
Infinitive. willan (wiellan) 
Pres. Part. willende (wiellende) 


Note 3,— The negative nyllan (< ne + willan), pret. nolde, etc., 
has usually the vowel y or e in the radical syllable of the present: 
nylle, nelle, etc. 

Nore 4,—willan is special in having derived its Present Indicative 
from the Optative. The 2 sg. wilt is in conformity with the preteritive 
presents, and the pl. willa® is the result of the influence of the regular 
conjugation. 


(8) PRESENT. PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. ds dyde 
2. dést dydest 
8. aes dyde 
Plur. 1-3. dd dydon 
; Optative. 
Sing. 1-8. db dyde 
Plur. 1-3. din dyden 


Imperative. 2 sg. dO; 2 pl. dbs Past Part. { (ge)don 
a) 4 ((ge)dén 
Infinitive. don Gerund. donne 


Pres. Part. ddnde (doende) 
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Nore 5.— don is a non-thematic verb (dialectal 1 sg. pres. indic. 
dom), and has in the preterit a reduplicated form of the radical. 


(4) PRESENT. PRETERIT. 
Indicative. 
Sing. 1. ga éode 
2. gest éodest 
3. seo eode 
Plur. 1-3. gav éodon 
Optative. 
Sing. 1-3. ga éode 
Plur. i-3. gan éoden 
Imperative. 2 sg. ga; 2 pl. gad Past Part. (ge)gam 


Infinitive. gan 
Gerund. ganne 
Pres. Part. gande 


Nore 6.— The non-thematic verb gan has a special feature in the 
preterit €ode, which in use is also associated with the present gongan 
(90, Note 3). 
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